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MC  nursing  students  find  world  of  ministry  in  Mexico 


By  Mary  Ann  Henriques 


A  young  Mexican  mother  and  her  young 
son  hobbled  into  the  free  medical  clinic 
staffed  by  Mississippi  College  (MC)  nurs¬ 
ing  students. 

The  feet  of  the  mother  and  son  were  tom 
and  bloody  from  digging  for  food  in  the 
local  dump  —  without  shoes.  Because  of 
the  resulting  infection,  they  came  to  the 
one-day  clinic  in  a  barnyard  of  the  small 
Mexican  settlement. 

Json,  faculty  member  at  the  MC 
Nursing,  led  that  group  of  1 1 
lents  to  the  southernmost  region 


Even  the  use 'of  an  18-wheeler  has  been 
donated  to  transport  the  items  to  Mexico. 

The  schedule  is  rigorous.  Students  and 
volunteers  rise  at  6  a.m.  for  a  hurried  break¬ 
fast.  then  load  water  jugs,  clothing,  food,  and 
supplies  before  travelling  up  to  two  hours  in 
van  without  air  conditioning  to  towns  and 
villages  where  the  clinics  will  be  conducted. 


Mexican  pastors  meet  the  teams  at  each 
clinic.  Crowds  come  from  miles  away  — 
many  on  foot  —  because  the  health  care  is 
free.  Without  the  clinics,  medical  care  is 
unavailable  or  unaffordable. 

Before  the  first  pulse  or  blood  pressure 
is  checked,  ingrown  toenail  removed,  or 
pregnancy  test  given,  everyone  is  invited  to 


a  worship  service  where  God's  word  is 
shared  and  people  are  given  the  opportunity 
to  respond.  „  . 

As  medical  needs  are  treated,  additional 
opportunities  arise  to  share  what  Christ  can  do. 

•  Though  the  staff  speaks  little  Spanish,  it 
is  not  what  is  said  but  the  love  and  compas¬ 
sion  of  Christ  that  is  communicated  through 
a  smile,  gesture,  or  gentle  touch. 

It  can  be  as  simple  as  providing  a  plastic- 
covered  mattress  to  a  family  living  outdoors 
with  nothing  on  which  to  sleep.  It  might  be 
giving  a  bag  of  beans  or  rice  to  a  family 
with  no  food. 

The  heat  is  intense,  often  soaring 
above  100  degrees  without  the  slightest 
hint  of  a  breeze. 

To  demonstrate  their  gratitude, 
patients  spend  what  little  money  they 
have  to  purchase  a  soda  for  the  members 
of  the  medical  team.  -r— 

From  tiny  babies  with  colds  or  lice,  to 
elderly  ladies  who  come  to  find  a  new  dress, 
to  those  in  need  of  minor  surgery,  all  go 
away  knowing  that  in  their  world  of  poverty 
and  disease  there  are  those  who  care. 

Participants  often  wonder  what  will 
happen  to  those  they  treat,  and  if  they  will 
survive. 

All  participants  return  home  more 
thankful  for  the  blessings  God  has  given 
them. 

Some  participants  consider  full-time 
missions  work.  Many  have  life-changing 
experiences. 

As  in  years  past,  participants  covet  the 
prayerful  support  of  Mississippi  Baptists. 

Editor's  note:  For  additional  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  group's  1996  Mexico  Mission 
Trip,  contact  the  MC  School  of  Nursing  at 
as  new  volunteeers  from  the  nurs-  (601)  925-3380. 

ifling  heat  and  substandard  condi-  Henriques  is  a  faculty  member  at  the 
i  of  northern  Mexico.  MC  School  of  Nursing. 


Kaye  Wi 
School  of 
nursing  stui 
of  Texas  in 

That  was  the  beginning  of  the  annual 
"Mexico  Missions  Trip.”  Steady  growth 
prompted  the  school  to  incorporate  the  trip 
into  a  nursing  course  entitled  “Nursing  477.” 

On  June  15  of  this  year,  MC  nursing  fac¬ 
ulty  members  Deborah  Bolian  and  Mary 
Ann  Henriques  will  lead  40-50  students  on 
the  19%  Mexico  Missions  Trip  to  minister 
for  two  weeks  to  those  in  physical  and  spiri¬ 
tual  need. 

Volunteers  this  year  will  include  a  num¬ 
ber  of  physicians  from  the  Jackson  area  and 
approximately  80  members  of  churches  in 
Tallahatchie  County. 

God  continues  to  push  aside  obstacles 
each  year. 

Organizers  learned  in  February  that  a 
medical  doctor  would  be  required  to  be  in 
attendance  at  every  clinic. 

This  could  have  severely  limited  the 
number  of  clinics  and  therefore  the  number 
of  nursing  students  allowed  to  participate. 

The  need  for  physicians  became  even 
more  critical  as  the  number  of  students 
wanting  to  participate  increased  this  year. 
God  provided  the  physicians  almost  at  once. 

Medicines,  clothing,  and  supplies  have 
also  been  provided  by  churches  and  other 
organizations  across  Mississippi. 


Pregnant  teenagers  often  feel  they  have  no  one  to  whom 
they  can  turn,  but  that's  not  the  case  in  two  Jonesville,  Va., 
high  schools.  Lisa  Wolfe.  17,  an  Acteens  member  at  Plain 
View  Church  in  Jonesville.  doesn't  hesitate  to  approach  preg¬ 
nant  girls  in  school  hallways  and  tell  them.  “I’m  here  when 
you  need  me.”’  Lisa  receives  strong  encouragement  from  her 
mother  Kathy,  a  perinatal  (childbirth)  nurse  and  Acteens 
leader  at  Plain  View  Church.  "This  project  has  helped  Lisa 
become  more  agressive  in  giving  service  to  others,  even 
though  she  is  already  caring  and  compassionate.  Serving 
comes  from  the  heart.”  said  Kathy.  Mother  and  daughter  vol¬ 
unteer  up  to  25  hours  per  week  for  the  Mary  and  Elizabeth 
Project,  a  Virginia  Woman's  Missionary  Union  program  that 
provides  a  network  of  support  for  pregnant  teenagers.  "It’s 
heartbreaking  to  hear  a  teen  say  she  wanted  a  baby  to  have 
someone  to  love  her,”  said  Kathy.  The  Wolfe's  latest  success 
story  is  a  young  mother  who  had  never  read  a  Bible  or  heard 
anything  about  God.  Now  she  reads  her  Bible  daily  to  her 
newborn.  “I've  discovered  my  baby  likes  for  me  to  read  to 
her,  but  when  I  read  from  the  Bible,  her  little  eyes  especially 
perk  up.  It's  amazing.”  she  said. 


A  run-down,  former  Chicago  bingo  hall  and  !960's  night¬ 
club  scene,  where  radicals  plotted  the  disruption  of  the  1968 
Democratic  Party  convention,  is  now  a  renovated  and  mod¬ 
ernized  Baptist  church.  After  spending  nearly  $1  million 
over  14  years.  Armitage  Church  recently  dedicated  the  for¬ 
mer  ballroom  of  the  Logan  Square  Masonic  Hall  as  their 
new  sanctuary.  “Only  God  knows  fully  what  a  miracle  this 
milestone  is,”  said  pastor  Charles  Lyons.  The  building, 
which  was  constructed  in  1921,  had  fallen  into  disrepair 
when  the  150  members  of  Armitage  purchased  it  1982.  The 
ballroom  was  used  for  Big  Band  performances  in  pre-World 
War  II  days,  and  in  the  I960’s  each  floor  of  the  four-story 
building  housed  a  separate  night  club.  Subsequent  trial  evi¬ 
dence  described  those  trendy  night  spots  as  the  locations 
where  subversive  groups  gathered  to  plan  the  demonstrations 
and  riots  that  marked  the  1968  Democratic  convention.  Only 
the  first  floor  of  the  54,000-square-foot  building  has  been 
fully  renovated,  but  the  2.000-member  congregation  has  high 
hopes  forcompleting  the  project.  “God  is  demonstrating  in  a 
tangible  way  his  desire  to  reach  urban  people  through  us,” 
Lyons  said. 


Mississippian  Charlie'Herrington,  whose  vision  and  deter¬ 
mination  led  to  a  pioneering  medical/dental  mission  in  Hon¬ 
duras.  dies  awaiting  emergency  surgery  in  a  hospital  in  that 
Central  American  country,  apparently  from  complications 
caused  by  an  intestinal  blockage. 


Mississippi  Baptists'  truck-mounted  Bicentennial  Liberty 
Bell  is  nearing  the  end  of  its  year-long  tour  of  the  country  that 
began  by  ringing  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  meeting 
last  year  in  Miami  Beach  and  will  conclude  by  doing  the  same 
this  summer  in  Norfolk,  Va. 


The  208  members  of  Crowder  Church  in  Quitman  County 
enter  a  pact  with  the  Brotherhood  and  Sunday  School  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  to  sponsor 
a  mission  Five  miles  south  of  the  Delta  town. 


HELLO.  ARE  YOU  IN 
NEV4  ORLEANS  FOR 
TWE  CONVENTION,  TOO?'" 


Editor’s  Notebook 

The  typical  casino  patron 


In  its  May  26,  1996,  issue,  the 
(Jackson)  Clarion-Ledger  news¬ 
paper  carried  an  K^age  "advertis¬ 
ing  supplement”  entitled  the  "Casi¬ 
no  Connection.”  The  supplement 
gave  a  portrait  of  the  typical  Mis¬ 
sissippi  casino  customer: 

•  46-year-old  white  collar 
worker. 

“ Every  way  of  a  man  is  right  in 
his  own  eyes:  hut  the. -Lord  pon- 
dereth  the  heart”  (Prov.  21:2). 

•  Median  household  income  of 
$37,000  with  some  college  educa¬ 
tion. 

"In  the  house  of  the  righteous  is 
much  treasure;  hut  in  the  revenue 
of  the  wicked  is  trouble  ”  ( Prov. 
15:6). 

•  50/50  ratio  of  male  to  female 
patrons. 

“Every  wise  woman  huildeth 
her  house:  hut  the  foolish  plucketh 
it  down  with  her  hands ”  (Prov. 
14:1). 

•  Last  year  the  number  of  casi¬ 
no  visits  increased  by  23%.  Two- 
thirds  are  said  to  be  “from  out  of 
state." 

“Better  is  a  little  with  the  fear 
of  the  Lord  than  great  treasure  and 
trouble  therewith"  (Prov.  15:16). 

•  The  average  customer  makes 

4.5  visits  per  year.  * 

“ There  is  a  way  that  seemeth 
right  unto  a  man  hut  the  end  there¬ 
of  are  the  wavs  of  death”  (Prov. 
16:25). 

Gambling  flourishes  at  Robin- 


at  the  wicked"  (Prov.  24:19). 

“He  that  hath  a  froward  heart 
findeth  no  good”  (Prov.  17:20). 

Tax  revenues  from  gambling 
have  filled  the  coffers  of  our  state. 
The  total  collection  thus  far  is  over 
$200  million.  That  will  up  the 
salaries  of  a  lot  of  teachers  and 
pave  a  lot  of  highways. 

Think  of  all  the  construction 
and  new  jobs  the  “gaming  indus¬ 
try”  has  brought  forth.  Tunica 
County  is  said  to  have  more  hotel 
rooms  than  Jackson.  Biloxi  is 
boasting  of  a  plan  to  build  an 
1,800-room  hotel...  the  largest 
between  New  Orleans  and  Atlanta. 

“A  man  shall  eat  good  by  the 
fruit  of  his  mouth:  but  the  soul  of 
the  transgressors  shall  eat  vio¬ 
lence”  (Prov.  13:2). 

“There  is  that  scattereth,  and  yet 
increaseth:  and  there  is  that  with- 
holdeth  more  than  is  meet,  but  it 
tendeth  to  poverty"  (Prov.  11:24). 

In  the  month  of  March,  cus¬ 
tomers  wagered  $923  million  on 
$1  slot  machines  at  Mississippi 
casinos  and  lost-roughly  $48.3 
million. 

“He  that  troubleth  his  own 
house  shall  inherit  the  wind:  and 
the  fool  shall  be  servant  to  the  wise 
of  heart  ”( Prov.  11:29). 

The  truth  is  that  gambling  is 
morally  wrong.  It  is  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Scriptures,  it  damages 
individuals,  and  is  destructive  to 
society. 


sonville  (Tunica  County),  Green¬ 
ville,  Vicksburg,  and  Natchez  on 
the  river,  and  in  Waveland,  Bay  St. 
Louis,  Gulfport,  and  Biloxi  on  the 
Coast.  The  Choctaws  (aided  by 
federal  law)  have  Mississippi’s 
only  “inland”  gambling  establish¬ 
ment,  near  Philadelphia.  There  are 
a  total  of  3 1  casinos  in  the  state. 

“My  son,  if  sinners  entice  thee, 
consent  thou  not  ”  (Prov.  1:10). 

"So  are  the  ways  df  everyone 
that  is  greedy  of  gain  ”  ( Prov.  1: 1 9). 

“Trust  in  the  Lord  with  all  thine 
heart...  honor  the  Lord  with  thy  sub¬ 
stance...  so  shall  thy  bams  be  filled 
with  plenty"  (Prov.  3:5,  9,  10). 

Observations:  Money  talks,  and 
guess  who  controls  the  money.  The 
casinos  are  able  to  buy,  purchase, 
mend,  change,  alter  most  any  ordi¬ 
nance,  rule,  law,  or  decree  of  the 
land. 

"The  rich  ruleth  over  the  poor, 
and  the  borrower  is  servant  to  the 
lender”  (Prov.  22:7). 

“Buy  the  truth'  and  sell  it  not” 
(Prov.  23:23). 

"Wealth  gotten  by  vanity  shall 
be  diminished:  but  he  that  gath- 
ereth  by  labor  shall  increase  ” 
(Prov.  13:11). 

It  is  said  that  Americans  are 
hooked  on  gambling.  In  1974, 
some  $17  billion  was  wagered;  in 
1994  that  total  was  up  to  $500  bil¬ 
lion  per  year. 

“Fret  not  thyself  because  of 
evil  men,  neither  be  thou  envious 


The  Fragment: 


Who  has  what 


The  top  20%  of  U.S.  families  luck.  I’d  end  up  without  any  rainy 
earns  55%  of  the  nation’s  income  days  and  then  I’d  be  stuck  with  all 
and  shoulders  61%  of  the  total  that  money.” 
federal  tax  burden,  according  to  Oscar  Wilde  once  described  a 
the  U.S.  Treasury  Department,  cynic  as  “a  man  who  knows  the 
The  top  1%  of  families  pays  17%  price  of  everything  and  the  value 
of  all  federaTlaxes  and  enjoys  of  nothing.” 

1 4%  of  the  income.  When  we  recognize  we  are 

You  wonder  how  such  a  con-  stewards  over  all  our  possessions, 
versation  as  the  following  could  then  we  begin  our  growth  in  stew- 
ever  take  place:  ardship.  Love  is  the  real  founda- 

One  person  was  trying  to  get  tion  for  good  stewardship.  Helen 
another  to  save  for  a  “feiny  day.”  Keller  said,  “Love  may  be  our  best 
“Oh  no,”  he  said,  “with  my  glimpse  of  eternity.”  —  GH 


Forgiveness  after  abortion  helped 
“bricks  fall  away”  in  woman’s  heart 


PASADENA.  Calif.  (BP)  — 
April  19,  1994,  marked  a  very  spe¬ 
cial  day  for  my  husband  Kurt  and 
me.  1  gave  birth  to  our  son  Christ¬ 
ian  Mel  Jeremiah  Birky.  We  were 
overwhelmed  with  emotion  — 
elated  happiness -and.. heart- 
wrenching  pain. 

Feelings  of  deep-seated  guilt 
and  sadness  swept  over  me  as  1 
thought  of  the  impact  of  the  deci¬ 
sion  we'd  made  eight  years  earlier. 

Kurt  and  1  had  just  finished  our 
freshman  year  of  college.  We  had 
just  begun  to  date,  yet  we  made  a 
mistake  and  I  became  pregnant. 

At  a  local  pregnancy  center,  I 
tearfully  told  the  counselor  I  didn't 
see  how  we  could  have  this  baby. 
She  nodded  and  explained  that  an 
abortion  could  be  arranged. 

She  told  us  nothing  about  the 
"tissue"  the  doctor  would  be 
"removing"  —  that  it  already  had 
eyes,  toes,  a  nose,  fingers  and  even 
fingerprints.  With  very  little  discus¬ 
sion  and  no  prayer,  we  scheduled 
the  appointment. 
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Election  likely  to  swing  SBC  back  to  conservative  wing 


NEW  ORLEANS  ( ABP)  — 
After  a  two-year  experiment  with 
new  leadership.  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  are  expected  to  return  the 
reins  of  power  to  the  group  of 
conservative  leaders  lhat  has 
steered  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  since  1979. 


The  June  11-13  convention  in 
the  New  Orleans  Superdome  will 
conclude  the  two-year  tenure  of 
Jim  Henry  of  Orlando,  which  loos¬ 
ened  —  at  least  slightly  —  the 
tight  grip  hard-line  conservatives 
have  held  on  SBC  leadership  since 
1979,  when  they  began  a  success- 

J. 


ful  campaign  to  wrest  control  of 
the  15  million-member  convention 
from  moderates. 

Messengers  to  the  New  Orleans 
convention  are  expected  to  elect 
Oklahoma  pastor  Tom  Elliff  to 
succeed  Henry  —  apparently  with¬ 
out  opposition.  A  former  mission- 
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Ground-breaking  begins 
health  center  joint  effort 


A  pair  of  Mississippi  Baptist 
institutions  joined  shovels  June 
6  to  break  ground  for  The  Bap¬ 
tist  Healthplex,  an  $11.5  million 
health  and  fitness  facility  on  the 
campus  of  Mississippi  College 
in  Canton,  i 

Mississippi  Baptist  Medical 
Center  (MBMC)  in  Jackson,  one 
of  the  stat'e’s  largest  medical  cen¬ 
ters,  and  Mississippi  College 
(MC),  the  state’s  largest  Baptist- 
affiliated  four-year  school,  plan  to 
open  the  106,000  square-foot 
facility  in  1997  to  MCjstudents, 
faculty,  and  residents  of  Clinton 
and  the  surrounding  area. 

The  building  will  be  located  in 
the  northeast  comer  of  the  campus 
on  the  ;site  of  the  old  football 
field.  It  will  be  connected  to  the 
existing  Alumni  Hall,  which  is 
being  renovated. 

“Great  things  can  result  when 
two  of  Mississippi’s  leading 
Baptist  instituticfns  collaborate, 
and  we’re  seeing  evidence  of 
that  today,"  said  MC  President 
Howell  W.  Todd.  * 

Jerry  Cotton.  MBMC  acting 
executive  director,  added,  “We  are 
excited  about  the  impact  this  pro¬ 
ject  will  have  on  the  future  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College,  the  residents  of 
Clinton,  and  Mississippi  Baptist 
Medical  Center.” 

Cotton  said  The  Baptist  Health¬ 


plex  will  focus  on  a  complete  pro¬ 
gram  of  health,  fitness,  and 
lifestyle  counseling  that  reflects 
Americans’  increasing  emphasis 
on  avoiding  illnesses  and  holding 
down  medical  costs  through 
healthy  lifestyles. 

“Until  a  few  years  ago,  the 
medical  community  was  focused 
primarily  on  treating  injuries  and 
illnesses,  and  there  wasn’t  as 
much  emphasis  on  keeping  people 
from  getting  sick  in  the  first  place. 
By  promoting  fitness  and  healthy 
lifestyles,  we  can  often  help  peo¬ 
ple  avoid  or  delay  expensive  care 
later,”  he  pointed  out. 

The  Baptist  Healthplex  is  the 


latest  in  a  series  of  construction 
projects  and  upgrades  to  the  171- 
year-old  campus  in  Clinton. 

Ground  was  broken  on  Nov. 
20,  1995,  for  a  high-tech,  144- 
room  men’s  residence  hall  in  the 
southeast  corner  of  the  campus 
that  will  feature  in-room  connec¬ 
tions  for  the  Internet  computer 
network,  electronic  mail,  and  on¬ 
line  library  searches. 

Renovations  to  Jennings  Hall 
were  completed  late  last  year,  and 
long-range  plans  call  for  a  connec¬ 
tor  building  to  link  Self  Hall  to  the 
Hederman  Science  Building.  In 
addition,  tennis,  soccer,  and  vol¬ 
leyball  fields  will  be  relocated. 


nm 
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ary,  Elliff  was  the  choice  of  a 
group  of  about  80  conservative 
leaders,  including  most  of  the  men 
who  have  held  the  office  since  the 
conservative  swing  began. 

The  group,  which  also  included 
some  of  Henry’s  supporters,  met 
in  Atlanta  in  November  to  agree 
on  a  nominee  —  and  thus  avoid  a 
repeat  of  the  awkward  1994  show¬ 
down  among  conservatives  that 
produced  Henry’s  election. 

Those  leaders  say  Elliff’s 
election  would  ease  their  con¬ 
cerns  that  Jim  Henry’s  appoint¬ 
ments  to  key  SBC  committees 
have  slowed  the  momentum  of 
the  conservative  movement. 

Supporters  say  Henry,  as 
promised,  has  enlarged  the  pool  of 
Southern  Baptist  leadership  in  a  way 
that  will  create  a  healthier  SBC. 

Opponents  say  Henry’s  leader¬ 
ship  —  and  particularly  his 
appointments  to  key  committees  — 
has  diverted  the  conservative  jug¬ 
gernaut,  though  only  temporarily. 

Still  others  say  Henry’s  tenure 
has  changed  nothing. 

“I  really  don’t  feel  there  is  any 
change  in  the  convention  from 
the  conservative  resurgence,” 
said  Bailey  Smith,  an  Atlanta 
evangelist  who  served  two  terms 
as  president  in  the  1980s.  “Jim 
Henry  may  be  somewhat  of  a 
parenthesis  in  that  effort.” 

Although  he  did  not  seek  or 
receive  the  endorsement  of  the 
conservative  hierarchy  in  1994, 
Henry  outpolled  Alabama  pastor 
Fred  Wolfe  —  the  movement’s 
hand-picked  candidate  —  thus 
breaking  the  15-year  string  of  vic¬ 
tories  for  the  close-knit  fraternity 
of  conservative  leaders. 

Wolfe,  pastor  of  Cottage  Hill 
Church,  was  again  considered  this 
year  by  the  group  of  80  but 
declined  ahead  of  time.  Another 
favorite,  John  Bisagno,  pastor  of 
First  Church  of  Houston,  withdrew 
for  health  reasons. 

At  the  Atlanta  meeting,  Bailey 
Smith  nominated  Elliff,  his  brother- 
in-law  who  succeeded  him  as  pastor 
of  First  Southern  Church  in  Del 
City,  Okla.  Paige  Patterson,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Southeastern  Seminary,  also 
was  suggested,  along  with  O.S. 
Hawkins,  pastor  of  First  Church  in 
Dallas,  and  several  others. 

Elliff  aftd  Patterson  emerged  as 
the  group’s  favorites  —  Elliff 
drew  six  more  votes  than  Patterson 
in  a  secret  ballot.  The  two  men  left 
the  room  to  confer,  according  to 


participants.  Patterson  returned  to 
say  he  would  withdraw,  leaving 
Elliff  as  the  group’s  choice. 

Henry’s  1994  candidacy 
revealed  a  division  —  though  per¬ 
haps  minor  —  among  conserva¬ 
tives  over  the  future  direction  of 
their  movement.  Long-time  lead¬ 
ers  argue  the  need  to  stay  the 
course,  while  a  younger  group  of 
conservatives,  mostly  baby 
boomers,  say  the  time  is  right  to 
broaden  the  leadership. 

Stung  by  talk  of  a  rift,  this  year 
conservatives  have  called  a  truce  of 
sorts.  They  have  chosen  a  candi¬ 
date  acceptable  to  the  baby-boomer 
leaders  yet  trusted  by  the  old  guard. 

“Tom  was  the  obvious  choice,” 
explained  Ike  Reighard,  associate 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Atlanta,  and 
a  participant  in  the  Atlanta  meeting. 

Although  ^lliff’s  consensus 
candidacy  may  indicate  peace  in 
the  conservative  camp,  it  is  not 
necessarily  a  sign  of  progress  to 
Henry,  who  argues  for  a  wide 
open  election  process,  as  in  years 
past,  when  five  or  more  presiden¬ 
tial  nominees  were  offered. 

“I  think  having  two  nominees  is 
better,”  he  said.  “It  creates  a  sense 
of  more  participation.” 

Hard-line  conservatives  say 
indeed  there  is  a  threat,  and  they 
point  to  Henry’s  appointments 
as  evidence. 

Henry  abandoned  the  practice 
of  picking  committee  members 
who  had  been  scrutinized  by  core 
conservative  leaders.  He  turned 
down  the  offer  of  a  long-  time 
conservative  operative  to  screen 
nominees  for  him. 

Instead,  Henry  consulted  the 
executives  and  presidents  of  the  state 
conventions  and  others  in  the  Baptist 
bureaucracy.  The  result,  say  critics, 
is  a  crop  of  agency  trustees  less  com¬ 
mitted  to  conservative  reforms. 

Bailey  Smith  said  even  some  of 
Henry’s  supporters  were  “sur¬ 
prised  and  qoncerned”  by  his 
appointments.  “I  don’t  believe  any 
of  those  who  supported  Jim  Henry 
thought  he  would  soften  the 
appointments,”  the  evangelist  said. 

Smith  did  not  identify  trouble¬ 
some  appointments,  but  he  added, 
“I  can  say  categorically,  I  certainly 
regret  some  of  last  year’s  appoint¬ 
ments.  I’m  against  anything  that 
slows  this  [movement]  down,  and 
that  happened  last  year.” 

“But  in  Tom,  we  will  have 
100%  strong  appointments,’ 
Smith  said. 


Cotton  said  The  Baptist  Health-  Th8  Baptist  Haalthplax  the  room  to  confer,  according  to  Smith  said. 

hampers  set  silver  anniversary  for  June  18-21  in  Greenwood 

By  Tim  Nicholas 


More  than  300  families  with 
motor  homes,  camping  trailers, 
and  pop-up  campers  are  expected  . 
to  attend  the  25th  anniversary 
meeting  of  the  National  Campers 
on  Mission  (COM)  June  18-21  at 
the  Greenwood  Civic  Center  in 
Greenwood. 

COM  is  a  Baptist-led  organiza¬ 
tion  of  Christian  campers  who 
provide  ministries  to  other 
campers.  The  Greenwood  meeting 
will  be  the  first  COM  national 
rally  in  Mississippi. 

Registration  will  begin  at  2  p.m. 
on  Monday,  June  17.  The  Mira¬ 
cles,  a  singing  group  of  residents 


from  the  Baddour  Center  in  Sena- 
tobia.  will  present  a  pre-rally  con¬ 
cert  at  8  p.m. 

Registration  will  continue  at  9 
a.m.  on  Tuesday,  June  18,  with  the 
opening  of  the  rally  scheduled  for 
6:20  p.m. 

The  opening  message  will  be 
brought  by  John  McBride  of 
Memphis,  former  Mississippian 
and  currently  associational  direc¬ 
tor  of  missions  for  Shelby  Coun.- 
ty,  Tenn.  McBride  was  an  orga¬ 
nizer  of  the  first  COM  rally  in 
1972,  held  at  Land  Between  the 
Lakes  in  Kentucky. 

Other  speakers  scheduled  for 


the  rally  include: 

—  Don  Hammonds,  Joel  Land, 
Mike  Robertson,  and  Bill  Lee,  all 
with  the  Southern  Baptist  Home 
Mission  Board  (HMB)  in  Atlanta. 

—  Larry  Haslam  of  Glorieta 
(N.M.)  Conference  Center. 

—  Lendol  Jackson,  COM  state 
coordinator  in  Arkansas. 

Musicians  include  Euel  Nelson. 
Monticello  layman;  HMB’s  Mis¬ 
sion  USA  Live;  Jeanna  Crowder  of 
Emmanuel  Church.  Grenada;  Sin 
Busters,  a  youth  music  and  drama 
group  from  Friendship  Church, 
Grenada;  and  Bill  Baker,  pastor 
emeritus  of  First  Church,  Clinton? 


Frances  Allen,  member  of  First 
Church,  Ridgeland,  will  entertain 
with  a  comedy  sketch  on  June  19. 

Conference  subjects  covered  at 
the  rally  will  include: 

—  Campground  Worship  Walk. 

—  How  to  Develop  a  Golf 
Ministry. 

—  Ups  and  Downs  of  Juggling. 

—  Fun  Songs  and  Choruses. 

—  Volunteer  Opportunities. 

—  Campers  on  Mission — How 
to  Be  Involved. 

—  How  to  Plan  a  Construction 
Project. 

The  newly-inaugurated  mass 
feeding  unit  of  the  Mississippi 


Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Unit  will  be 
on  hand  June  20  to  provide  dinner 
for  the  campers. 

James  Ray  of  Ripley  is  COM 
national  committee  chair.  Co- 
chairs  are  G.A.  McCoy  of  Carriere 
and  Russell  Reeves  of  McComb. 
McCoy  also  serves  as  president  of 
the  Mississippi  COM  chapter. 

For  more  information,  contact 
the  Brotherhood  Department  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board.  Telephone:  (601) 
968-3800  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)748-1651. 

Nicholas  is  director,  MBCB 
Office  of  Communication. 


Mississippi  native  son  will  span 
an  ocean  with  the  gospel,  music 


•in  July;  a  Midwest¬ 
ern  tour  —  Missouri, 
Texas,  Oklahoma, 
Arkansas  —  in 
August;  and  various 
dates  in  September. 

The  pair  met  in 
1.995  after  Wooten 
moved  to  Nashville. 

“I  saw  David's 
press  packet  laying 
on  the  floor  at  the 
office  of  the  Christ¬ 
ian  Country  Music 
Association,”  John¬ 
son  said.  "I  picked  it 
up  and  started  read¬ 
ing  it.  When  1  found 
out  he  was  a  Baptist 
preacher's  son  and 
had  been  a  Baptist 
preacher  himself.  1  wanted  to  meet 
him.  But.  when  1  heard  his  tape.  1 
really  wanted  to  meet  him.  He's  a 
great  singer.” 

Johnson,  a  1985  graduate  of 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort 
Worth,  moved  to  Nashville  —  for 
the  third  time  —  in  1989  from 
Mississippi,  where  he  was  work¬ 
ing  as  a  newspaper  reporter  and 
part-time  church  music  director. 

“1  was  19  the  first  time  1  moved 
to  Nashville,”  Johnson  said.  “I 
thought  I  was  something  special, 
but,  truthfully,  1  was  a  green  weed. 
1  stayed  in  Nashville  about  nine 
months,  spent  all  my  savings  and 
then  moved  back  to  Mississippi.” 

The  second  time,  he  lasted  a 
year  and  a  half. 

However,  the  third  time  —  12 
years  after  the  first  —  “as  they 
say,  has  been  the  charm,”  with 
Johnson  eventually  working  his 
way  into  the  tight-knit  Nashville 
music  community. cAs  a  song¬ 
writer,  he  has  had  several  songs 
recorded,  including  a  current 
Christian  country  single,  “Nothin’ 
Like  Love,”  recorded  by  Melody 
Bieser,  a  Southern  Baptist  artist 
from  Pataskala,  Ohio. 


NASHVILLE 
(BP)  —  As  sons  of 
Baptist  preachers, 

David  Wooten  and 
LaFloy  Johnson  grew 
up  “on  the  road"  — 
moving  from  church 
to  church  with  their 
parents  as  their 
fathers  pursued  their 
fallings  to  share  the 
gospel. 

Now.  Wooten,  son 
of  Herman  Wooten, 
longtime  California 
pastor  and  associa- 
tional  director  of  mis¬ 
sions.  and  Johnson, 
whose  father,  the 
late  Billy  G.  John¬ 
son,  served  in 
churches  in  Mississippi  and  Ala¬ 
bama  more  than  40  years  until  his 
death  in  1990.  are.  in  the  words  pf 
famous  country  singer/songwriter 
Willie  Nelson,  "on  the  road  again” 
as  the  Christian  country  musical 
act  "Spiritwind." 

The  “road”  will  even  span  an 
ocean. 


Spiritwind  will  perform  concerts  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  Mississippi  churches  throughout  the  summer; 


Corinth 

Morton 

Hattiesburg 

Ovett 

Pass  Christian 

Cleveland 

Canton 

Aberdeen 

Corinth 


Tate 

Springfield 

Dixie 

County  Line 

Kittiwake 

First 

First 

First 

First 


The  duo.-along  with  their  band, 
has  received  an  official  invitation 
to  participate  in  a  month-long 
series  of  crusades  in  Norway. 
Sweden,  and  Italy  beginning  Oct. 
9  of  this  year  —  an  invitation  from 
Dub  and  Doris  Jackson,  crusade 
coordinators  for  Western  Europe 
for  the  Foreign  Mission  Board. 

“Country  music  has  always 
been  popular  in  Europe.”  Wooten 
said.  “But  since  Garth  Brook’s 
1994  European  tour,  the  Euro¬ 
peans’  love  for  it  has  soared  to 
new  heights. 

“We  believe  it  will  provide  an 
excellent  medium  to  present  God’s 
message  of  love  and  forgiveness 
to  those  who  might  not  otherwise 
be  exposed  to  the  gospel,”  Wooten 
said. 

Dub  Jackson,  who  recently 
returned  from  a  trip  to  Europe  to 
meet  with  European  Baptist  lead¬ 
ers,  said  they  were  very  excited 
about  plans  to  use  music  as  a 
drawing  card  for  the  crusades. 
“Country  music  seems  to  be  very 
popular  over  there,”  he  observed. 

Further  concerts  are  planned  in 
Tennessee  and  beyond:  a  Missis¬ 
sippi  tour  in  June;  a  Florida  tour 


Mississippi  native  LaFloy  Johnson  (left)  and  David  Wooten  (right; 
make  up  the  duo  “Spiritwind."  The  duo  will  perform  their  brand  of  Christ¬ 
ian  country  music  in  Western  Europe  during  a  month  of  crusades  begin 
ning  Oct.  9.  Their  participation  in  the  crusades  came  at  the  request  of  For 
eign  Mission  Board  crusade  coordinators  Dub  and  Doris  Jackson. 


Louisiana  College  faculty  angry 
at  trustees  over  rejection  of  teacher 


While  Lynn  refused  to  talk  of  divinity  and  doctorate  in  religious 
the  religious  rift,  Simpson  said  education  from  Southern  Semi- 
“there  are  a  number  of  trustees  nary  in  Louisville,  Ky.  She  has 
who  are  acting  in  a  most  non-Bap-  had  eight  years  of  college-level 
tist  manner”  by  imposing  condi-  teaching  experience, 
tions  on  what  faculty  members  Smith  underwent  what  she  and 
must  believe  and  what  they  must  Simpson  called  “an  inquisition"  by 
teach.  trustees  during  a  reception  at  the 

“The  faculty  would  like  to  keep  school  before  die  board  meeting, 
the  academic  quality  ...  from  being  Four  of  the  applicants  were  posted 
compromised  by  what  seems  to  be  in  different  comers  of  a  room,  and 
clearly  a  faction  within  the  trus-  groups  of  trustees  would  gather 
tees  who  would  attempt”  to  con-  around  them  to  ask  questions, 
trol  what  is  taught  at  the  schooL  Smith  said  she  was  prepared  for 
Simpson  said.  some  of  the  questions,  including 

Lynn  said  the  decision  was  “inspiration  of  Scripture”  and 
made  in  executive  session,  so  he  questions  on  her  views  on  abor- 
could  not  discuss  the  board's  rea-  tion. 

sons  for  not  hiring  Smith.  “By  the  end  they  were  asking 

Stan  Miller,  a  member  of  the  me  questions  that  were  irrelevant 
board  of  trustees,  also  said  he  to  my  credentials  or  theological 
could  not  comment  on  the  board’s  beliefs,”  she  said, 
action  because  it  was  done  in  Some  trustees  “asked  about 
executive  session.  wives  being  submissive  to  their 

But  he  did  say,  “I  feel  like  the  husbands.”  and  then  she  was  asked 
trustees  voted  their  convictions”  if  she  had  shaken  hands  with  the 
based  upon  the  information  they  president  of  Southern  Seminary 
were  given.  He  agreed  with  the  during  her  graduation  ceremony 
characterization  that  he  was  a  last  spring. 

“conservative”  on  the  board.  She  said  she  answered  “I  did 

Lynn,  who  is  retiring  after  20  not  intentionally  snub  the  presi- 
years  of  running  the  school,  said  dent,"  who  is  classified  as  a  con- 
he  believes  “it  is  inappropriate  for  servative  Baptist  and  who  has 
trustees  to  micromanage  an  insti-  “tremendously”  changed  the  semi- 
tutipn  and  to  get  involved  in  the  nary  during  his  tenure, 
interviewing  and  selection  of  per-  I'he  seminary  “is  very  anti- 
sonnel.”  woman.”  Smith  said,  and  she  gath- 

Lynn  also  said  “the  tendency  to  ered  from  the  trustees’  questions 
micromanage  the  institution...  will  they  wanted  to  know  if  she  agreed 
without  question  make  it  more  dif-  with  that  view, 
ficult  to  attract  an  experienced,  “That  is  the  kind  of  question  I 
competent  administrator”  to  considered  irrelevant  as  to  whether 
replace  him.  or  not  I  should  get  this  job."  she 

Smith,  35,  graduated  summa  said.  “It  wasn’t  so  much  the  ques- 
cum  laude  from  Louisiana  College  tions  as  the  manner  in  which  they 
in  1983.  He  holds  a  master's  asked  them."  including  pressing 
degree  in  English  from  Louisiana  "the  finer  points  on  inspiration  of 
Tech  University  and  a  master  of  Scripture  and  social  issues." 


MBMC  Samaritan  Center 
receives  full  accreditation 
for  15  Mississippi  centers 


The  Samaritan  Counseling'  board  and  supported  by  MBMC 
Center  at  Mississippi  Baptist  Med-  and  12  area  congregations.  It  pro- 
ical  Center  (MBMC)  ha^been  vides  a  range  of  outpatient  ser- 
awarded  full  accreditation  for  vices,  including  counseling,  edu- 
1996-2000  from  the  Denver,  cational  programs,  and  consulta- 
Colo. -based  Samaritan  Institute.  tion  for  physicians. 

The  center,  founded  in  Septem-  Staffed  by  1 1  counselors  and 
her  1995,  has  also  been  accredited  administrative  staff  members,  the 
by  the  American  Association  of  center  has  satellite  offices  in  15 
Pastoral  Counselors,  and  is  Missis-  churches  statewide,  including: 
sippi’s  only  fully  accredited  pas-  •  Alta  Woods  Church,  Jackson; 
toral  counseling  center.  •  Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson; 

“We're  proud  of  this  honor,  and  •  Calvary  Church,  Jackson; 

what  it  represents...,”  said  Barry  •  Calvary  Church,  Hattiesburg; 

Click,  center  director.  •  First  Church,  Madison; 

Through  its  affiliation  with  the  •  First  Church,  Laurel;  and 
Samaritan  Institute,  the  center  is  •  New  Horizon  Church, 
part  of  a  national  network  of  Jackson. 

Samaritan  Centers  which  has  more  Samaritan  Counseling  Center  is 
than  330  offices  and  serves  250  open  8:30  a.m.-4:30  p.m.,  Monday 
communities  in  33  states  and  through  Friday.  For  more  informa- 

Japan.  tion.  call  (601)  973-1697  or  (800) 

The  center  is  operated  by  a  948-6262. 


U.S.  Christian  leaders  to  begin 
campaign  to  counter  Farrakhan 


Did  you  know  that  Louis  Far¬ 
rakhan  believes  and  teaches  that: 

1 )  he  is  the  Messiah; 

2)  only  25%  of  what  the  Bible 
says  about  Jesus  Christ  is  true; 

3)  Christians  should  not  wor¬ 
ship  Jesus; 

4)  W.D.  Farad  is,  God  in  .per¬ 
son;  and 

5)  Jesus  was  not  born  in  Beth¬ 
lehem,  he  was  born  in  Sanders- 
ville,  Ga.? 

Should  Christians  unite  under 
a  leader  who  does  not  acknowl¬ 
edge  the  deity  of  Christ?  Can  a 
Christian,  a  believer  in  divine 
love,  unite  with  a  man  who  teach¬ 
es  a  message  of  hate  toward 
another?  Jesus  asked,  “How  can 
two  walk  together  unless  they  be 
agreed?” 

Are  Christians  justified  in  lay¬ 
ing  down  their  crosses  for  the 
cause  of  unity  among  men? 

African-American  Christian 
leaders  are  insulted  by  the  recent 
efforts  of  the  Nation  of  Islam’s 
leader,  Louis  Farrakhan,  to  speak 
on  behalf  of  African-American 
men'* —  under  the  disguise  of  a 
march  which  had  as  its  alleged 
purpose  the  unification  and  atone¬ 
ment  of  African-American  men. 

William  Dwight  McKissic, 


By  Jackie  Thompson 

senior  pastor  of  Cornerstone  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Arlington.  Texas,  and 
several  local  and  national  minis¬ 
ters  don’t  think  so. 

They  are  outraged  and  are 
fighting  back  as  they  launch  a 
national  campaign  to  defend  the 
Christian  faith  against  the  theolo¬ 
gy  of  the  Nation  of  Islam  and 
Louis  Farrakhan,  who  are  Muslim. 

The  campaign  is  aptly  titled 
“Fighting  for  the  Faith!”  and  is 
designed  to  encourage  African- 
Americans,  particularly  African- 
American  Christians,  to  remain 
within  the  Christian  faith  which, 
according  to  McKissic,  is  the 
historic  faith  of  most  African- 
Americans. 

The  members  of  the  executive 
committee  for  the  Fighting  for  the 
Faith  Campaign  (FFFC)  are 
McKissic,  LaSalle  Vaughn, 
Robert  Fowler,  Ron  O’Guinn, 
Darrell  Wilson,  Willie  Cain, 
Howard  Caver,  and  Darrell 
Davis. 

FFFC’s  mission  is  to  make  the 
Christian  community  aware  of 
Louis  Farrakhan’ s  false  and  blas¬ 
phemous  claims  concerning 
Christ,  to  defend  the  faith  against 
such  claims,  and  to  alert  Chris¬ 
tians  to  avoid  supporting  Far- 
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continued  BWA  involvement 
since. 

The  experience  of  black 
youths,  Jones  said,  encompasses 
a  depreciated  character,  cultural 
incompetence,  psychological 
scars,  ambivalent  behavior,  arid  a 
confused  self-concept  from  influ¬ 
ential  characteristics  of  the  envi¬ 
ronment. 

Black  youths  during  the 
1800s,  Jones  said,  demonstrated 
six  strengths  that  aren’t  as  evi¬ 
dent  today; 

—  the  ability  to  adapt  to  an 
oppressive  environment  without 
being  totally  debilitated  by  it; 

—  the  ability  to  survive  with 
little  guidance  from  formal  edu¬ 
cational  institutions  and  a  cohe- 


rakhan’s  marches  and  gatherings 
which  deny  the  lordship  of  Christ 
and  inadvertently  support  Far¬ 
rakhan' s  unbiblical  claims. 

FFFC’s  mission  is  to  affirm 
the  deity  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the 
absolute  necessity  of  his  shed 
blood  as  the  only  atonement  for 
man’s  sin.  FFFC  will  expose  and 
oppose  any  group  who  aggres¬ 
sively  seeks  to  influence  and 
invade  the  church  with  false 
doctrine. 

The  FFFC  is  not  a  race  issue, 
but  a  faith  issue.  Inherent  is  the 
fact  that  it  is  a  faith  issue  the 
campaign  includes  African- 
Americans,  Asians,  Anglos,  Lati¬ 
nos,  and  others  who  make  up  the 
Christian  faith. 

Thompson,  of  J.  Thompson 
Public  Relations,  Nashville,  is 
the  spokesperson  for  Fighting 
for  the  Faith  Campaign. 


MC  gains  federal  grant 

The  Mississippi  College  (MC)  School  of  Business  has  been  awarded 
over  $103,000  in  grant  money  from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Education. 
The  money  will  go  to  fund  MC’s  International  Business  Involvement  Pro¬ 
gram,  to  promote  education  and  training  to  help  prepare  U.S.  businesses 
to  prosper  in  an  international  economy.  MC  was  one  of  only  26  grant  pro¬ 
posals  chosen  to  be  funded  nationwide.  Announcing  the  award  of  the 
grant  (from  left)  are:  Randall  Robbins,  chairman  of  the  Department  of 
Business  Administration:  Howell  Todd,  MC  president;  and  Lloyd  Roberts, 
dean  of  the  School  of  Business. 


Leaders  seek  road  to  racial  reconciliation 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  A  task 
force  charged  with  exploring  ways 
to  eradicate  racism  within  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  held  its  first  meeting  May 
26  in  Nashville. 

The  racial  reconciliation  task 
force,  a  panel  formed  earlier  this 
year  by  the  Inter-Agency  Council, 
a  group  composed  of  the  chief 
executives  of  SBC  agencies, 
boards,  and  seminaries,  focused  on 
examining  ways  SBC  entities 
could  become  more  reflective  of 
the  ethnic  and  racial  makeup  of 
the  convention’s  membership. 

“We  have  to  realize  that  we’re 
the  ones  responsible  now,”  said 
James  T.  Draper  Jr.,  president  of^ 
the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board” 
and  a  member  of  the  task  force 
formed  by  the  IAC  in  response  to 
adoption  of  a  racial  reconciliation 
resolution  at  last  year’s  convention 
in  Atlanta. 

Members  of  the  task  force, 
representing  the  entities  of  the 
SBC,  spent  most  of  the  day 
describing  efforts  to  overturn 
racial  and  ethnic  bias  within  the 
convention  as  a  whole  and  their 


particular  agencies. 

The  task  force  acknowledged 
the  challenge  of  getting  the  racial 
reconciliation  message  to  local 
churches,  noting  there  is  positive 
news  on  the  issue  not  being  heard 
by  the  people  in  the  pews.  The 
group  agreed  the  Christian  Life 
Commission  (CLC)  could  act  as 
clearinghouse  for  reports  of  recon¬ 
ciliation  between  believers^and  for 
suggested  reading  lists  from  the 
six  seminaries  in  the  area  of  cross- 
cultural  relations. 

Richard  Land,  chairman  of  the 
task  force  and  president  of  the 
CLC,  acknowledged  any  transfor¬ 
mation  of  the  SBC  will  have  to  be 
worked  out  on  “person-to-person, 
family-to-family,  church-to- 
church  basis,”  saying  the  reconcil¬ 
iation  will  only  be  lasting  if  it 
begins  at  “the  local  level  and 
works  its  way  up  to  the  convention 
leadership  level.” 

“Racism  is  a  sin  problem,” 
Land  said.  “It  is  a  functional 
denial  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  We  are  seeking  reconcilia¬ 
tion  because  we  have  been  recon¬ 
ciled  in  Christ  Jesus  —  that 


empowers  us  and  impels  us  to 
seek  reconciliation  with  others,” 
ha^said,  citing  the  apostle  Paul’s 
“ministry  of  reconciliation”  in  2 
Corinthians  7:15. 

Land  said  most  white  Southern 
Baptists  have  no  awareness  of  the 
extent  to  which  racial  and  ethnic 
prejudice  continues  to  exist  in  the 
U.S.:  “They  are  shocked  when 
they  hear  of  that  which  is  part  of 
the  daily  experience  of  African- 
Americans  and  other  minorities  in 
this  country.”  ^ 

Leroy  Gainey,  associate  profes¬ 
sor  of  inter-cultural  studies  and 
Christian  education  at  Golden 
Gate  Seminary  in  San  Francisco, 
agreed,  noting,  “Many  students  do 
not  know  what  these  groups  have 
gone  through  and  where  these 
walls  still  exist  today.  We  must 
instruct  them  in  the  strategies  that 
can  tear  down  these  walls." 

“Thirty  or  forty  years  from 
now.  people  will  come  back  and 
take  a  look  at  what  we  are  doing 
here,”  said  Bill  Sumners  of  the 
Historical  Commission.  “We  may 
make  history  or  simply  be  a  dot  in 
history.  It’s  up  to  us.” 


onrtne  black  mate  that  Christian 
churches  arc  not,”  she  said.  “Our 
black  churches  are  95-98% 
femi.2.” 

With  statistics  claiming  one- 
half  of  all  African-American 
mates  between  the  ages  of  1 5  and 
25  will  either  be  dead,  impris¬ 
oned,  on  parole,  or  addicted  to 
drugs  by  the  year  2000.  Jones 
said  the  time  to  move  is  now. 

“The  African-American  males 
that  are  boys  today  will  be  those  j 
men  tomorrow.  If  we  don’t  take 
action  now,  those  projections 
may  very  well  become  reality." 

The  Fort  Worth  seminary's 
annual  lab,  April  12-14.  focused 
on  contemporary  issues  in  youth 
education  in  the  church. 


Centurymen  perform  in  Natchez 


First  Church,  Natchez,  will  host  The  Centurymen 
in  concert  on  June  12  at  7  p.m.  The  Centurymen, 


serve  in  full-time  Southern  Baptist  ministries,  and 
perform  under  the  direction  of  Buryi  Red.  The  con- 
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ming  by  the  Radio  and  Television  Commission,  is 
comprised  of  135  men  from  21  states.  The  men -all 
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5  hours  after  Ky.  tornado,  vols  arrive 


Ron  numbower,  Ph.D. 
Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Church.  Jackson 


/  accidentally  discovered  my 
husband  of  48  years  (and  a  dea¬ 
con  in  oar  church)  with  another 
woman.  He  claimed  it  was  only 
a  “game,"  and  he  says  he  will 
kill  himself  if  I  leave.  What 
should  I  do  ? 

It  does  not  sound  as  if  he  is 
»cry  repentent.  and  by  threaten¬ 
ing  to  kill  himself  if  you  leave, 
he  is  attempting  to-  throw  the 
blame  as  well  as  the  solution 
into  your  lap.  He  is  manipulat¬ 
ing  you  to  divert  attention  from 
tlie  wrong  he  has  committed. 
Guilty  people  often  use  strong 
defenses  to  protect  themselves 
when  they  are  exposed.  I  strong¬ 
ly  recommend  that  you  seek  pro¬ 
fessional  Christian  counseling. 
Talk  with  your  pastor  to  explore 
the  possibility  of  him  (or  some 
fellow  deacons)  confronting 
your  husband  about  this  sin; 
what  he  needs  is  a  “broken  and 
ctfntrite  heart.”  Keep  your  cool 
and  do  not  take  responsibility 
for  his  actions.  Your  job  as  a 
wife  is  first  to  honor  Christ  by 


loving  him  (Christ),  and  then 
loving  your  husband  as  you  love 
yourself. 

We  recently  acquired  a  large 
sum  of  money  and  my  husband 
gave  only  a  small  tithe.  I  don 't 
want  to  be  like  Ananias  and 
Sapphira  (Acts  5:1-11);  should  I 
make  it  up  from  my  own 


Seek  the  Lord's  direction.  If 
you  feel  God  is  leading  you  to 
make  it  up  front  your  own 
income,  that’s  between  you  and 
God.  Listen  to  what  Lord  is 
telling  you  to  do.  You  will  do  no 
good  trying  to  convince  your 
husband  to  tithe  —  that’s  God’s 
job.  The  big  difference  between 
Sapphira  and  you  is  that  Sapphira 
went  along  with  her  husband's 
deception.  Don't  make  the  same 
mistake.  Make  this  an  area  of 
prayer,  and  seek  the  advice  of 
your  pastor  and  other  Christian 
leaders  that  you  respect.  Most 
importantly,  be  alert  to  what  God 
is  saying  to  you  about  this  matter. 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  UfeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Rec¬ 
ord.  P.O.  Box  S30.  Jackson.  NS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief.  Name 
is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make 
recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 
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NFBM  sets 
June  meeting 
dates  in-N.C. 

The  fourth  triennial  meeting  of 
the  National  Fellowship  of  Bap¬ 
tists  in  Missions  has  been  sched¬ 
uled  for  June  28-29  at  Ridgecrest 
(N.C.)  Conference  Center. 

The  organization,  under  the 
ministry  umbrella  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention’s  Brotherhood 
Commission  in  Memphis,  is 
directed  by  Herschel  Wells.  For 
more  information  on  the  meeting, 
call  the  Brotherhood  Commission 
at  (901)272-2461. 
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MOUNT  WASHINGTON.  Ky. 
(BP)  —  Less  than  Five  hours  after 
tornadoes  devastated  much  of 
northern  Bullitt  County  May  28, 
Kentucky  Baptist  disaster  relief 
volunteers  were  on  the  scene  at 
First  Church.  Mount  Washington. 

By  the  crack  of  dawn  May  29, 
the  volunteers  had  established  a 
command  post  and  begun  prepara¬ 
tions  for  sending  out  hot  meals 
and  chain-saw  crews. 

The  command  center  was 
staffed  by  45  volunteers  by  mid- 
morning.  The  volunteers  prepared 
meals  for  about  2,500  people  that 
day  and  helpefd  27  residents  clear 
their  yards  and  homes  of  fallen 
trees. 

The  clean-up  and  feeding  oper¬ 
ation  gained  steam  the  next  day 
and  was  projected  to  continue  for 
two  weeks  to  a  month.  On  May 
30,  the  number  of  Baptist  relief 
volunteers  had  grown  to  83,  “and 
they're  all  busy,”  reported  John 
Lott,  Kentucky  Convention  Broth¬ 
erhood  associate. 

Kentucky  Baptists'  disaster 
relief  operation  is  a  ministry  of  the 
state  Brotherhood  Department, 
done  in  conjunction  with  the 
American  Red  Cross.  Nationwide, 
Baptist  disaster  relief  units  affiliat¬ 
ed  with  the  SBC  Brotherhood 
Commission  provide  90%  of  the 
hot  meals  distributed  by  the  Red 
Cross  during  disasters,  according 
to  Red  Cross  statistics. 

More  than  1,000  homes  were 
destroyed  by  the  twisters  that 
touched  down  around  7  p.m.  on 


Church  Buses 
Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

•We  buy  used  buses 
•Guaranteed  buy-back  program 
Call  Henry  Headden 
Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

Brentwood,  Tenn. 

—  Wa00)-370-6180 
1-(615)-371-6180 
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Lively,  colorful  account  of  a  century  of 

Contending  for 
the  Right  to  Know 

a  History  of  the 

Southern  Baptist  Press  Association 

by  C.  Wiliam  Junker 

Author  Bill  Junker  brings  alive  the  100-year  history  of  state 
Baptist  papers  Junker,  a  veteran  Baptist  writer  and  observer, 
uses  his  skills  and  insights  to  bring  present  the  significant, 
interesting  and  colorful  role  that  the  Southern  Baptist  Press 
Association  has  played  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 

Available  at: 

■  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 

■  any  state  Baptist  paper  e  office 
I  Provident  Publishing  House 

238  Seaboard  Lane 
Franklin.  TN  37067 
(800)  321-5692 

Cost  Only  $1 5.95  plus  $3  shipping  and  handling 
Cloth  hardback  cover,  288  pages  including  photos 


May  28.  Hundreds  of  families 
were  left  homeless  by  the  storm. 


KBC  disaster  relief  unit  came 
from  across  the  state,  many  called 


but  no  one  was  killed  or  sustained  out  in  the  middle  of  the  night. 


life-threatening  injuries. 


Mike  Klein  of  Lexington  served  as 


Volunteers  serving  through  the  on-site  coordinator. 

Ala.  board,  Samford  approve 
“covenant  of  sacred  trust” 


MONTGOMERY,  Ala.  (ABP) 
—  Alabama  Baptist 'leaders  have 
approved  a  “covenant  of  sacred 
trust”  with  Samford  University 
aimed  at  resolving  a  conflict  over 
who  chooses  the  school’s  trustees. 

Under  terms  of  the  agreement, 
approved  May  17  by  the  Alabama 
Baptist  state  board  of  missions, 
trustees  would  be  nominated  jointly 
by  the  university  and  the  state  con¬ 
vention’s  commission  on  boards 
and  commission,  approved  by  the 
convention  and  then  elected  by 
Samford ’s  board  of  trustees. 

Samford  trustees  altered  the 
school’s  charter  in  1994  to  make 
the  board  self-perpetuating  to 
shield  the  university  from  funda¬ 
mentalist  takeover.  Since  1841, 
Samford’s  board  of  trustees  had 


been  chosen  by  the  Alabama  con¬ 
vention. 

The  covenant  was  proposed  by  a 
special  “reconciliation  committee” 
named  last  year  to  seek  to  resolve 
the  dispute.  The  covenant  calls  on 
the  university  to  “cooperate”  with 
the  state  convention  by  submitting 
a  budget  request  and  annual  report 
to  the  convention  and  by  allowing 
the  convention  to  participate  in 
electing  the  school’s  trustees. 

The  state  board  approved  the 
covenant  with  only  one  negative 
vote.  The  university’s  trustees 
endorsed  the  covenant  enthusiasti¬ 
cally,  said  Samford  President  Tom 
Corts.  The  proposal  must  be 
approved  by  messengers  to  the 
Alabama  State  Convention  in 
November.  c 


TAKING  CARE 
OF  YOUR  OWN 


God’s  people  are  not 
exempt  from  tragedies. 
Children  are  born  with 
birth  defects.  A  spouse 
is  diagnosed  with 
cancer.  A  teenager  is 
in  an  automobile  accident. 

The  Annuity  Board 
stands  ready  to  assist 
Southern  Baptist 


pastors,  other 
ministers  and 
employees  during 
these  times  of  crisis. 
Through  the  Personal 
Security  Program  they 
can  customize  their 
coverage  and  only  pay 
for  the  plans  they  need. 


✓  Comprehensive 
Medical  Plan 

/  Catastrophic 
Medical  Plans 

✓  HMOs 

(where  available) 

✓  Disability  Plan 

/  Term  Life  Plan 

S  Accidental  Death  and 
Dismemberment  Plan 

S  Personal  Accident  Plan 


Is  your  church  taking  care  of  its  own? 

Do  your  staff  members  have  the 
protection  they  need? 

For  more  information  about  the  Personal 
Security  Program,  call  the  Annuity  Board’s 
toll-free  number  today, 

1-800-2624)511. 

We  are  here  to  help  you  “take  care  of  your  own." 


ANNUITY  BOARD 


OF  THE  SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Why  “Father”  omitted? 

Editor: 

The  current  mission  statement 
for  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  (SBC)  recognizes  the  signifi¬ 
cance  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Bible, 
and  the  Holy  Spirit,  but  God  the 
Father  is  not  recognized.  The 
Executive  Committee  of  the  SBC 
declined  to  act  on  a  njotion  that 
would  correct  this  oversight. 
Remember,  this  mission  statement 
does  not  reflect  our  fundamental 
theological  affirmations,  which  it 
claims  it  does; -when^ittomits  the 
role  of  God  the  Father. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 

Van  Winkle  *****  W'm 

folding  doors, 

Church  theater  seats. 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501 ,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Here  is  the  current  mission 
statement: 

"The  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  exists  to  facilitate, 
extend,  and  enlarge  the  Great 
Commission  ministries  of  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  churches,  under  the 
Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ,  upon 
the  authority  of  Holy  Scripture, 
and  by  the  empowerment  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.’” 

Here  is  the  proposed  amended 
mission  statement: 

“In  obedience  to  the  Divine 
will  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  the 
Sou rh drift  Baptist  Convention 
exists  to  facilitate,  extend,  and 
enlarge  the  Great  Commission 
ministries  of  Southern  Baptist 
churches,  under  the  Lordship  of 
Jesus  Christ,  upon  the  authority  of 
Holy  Scripture,  and  by  the 
empowerment  of  the  Holy  Spirit.” 

Sixty-six  percent  is  not  good 
enough!  The  Great  Commission 
instructs  us  to  baptize  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the 
Holy  Spirit.  Therefore,  implica¬ 
tions  of  the  Father’s  existence  are 


Informing,  i 
Entertaining. 
Inspiring. 
Challenging. 

1996  WMU  Annual  Meeting 


Join  acclaimed  author  and  histo¬ 
rian  Dr.  Leonard  Sweet  during 
the  7:00  p.m.  Monday  general 
session  of  1996  WMU  Annual 
Meeting.  Sweet,  who  has  been 
called  one  of  the  most  sought- 
after  speakers  in  the  church  to¬ 
day,  will  share  astounding  facts 
about  the  church  and  the  21st 
century.  This  two-day  WMU 
extravaganza  promises  to  inform 
you.  entertain  you.  inspire  you. 
and  most  of  all.  challenge  you  to 
support  missions  like  never  before. 


Dr.  Leonard  Sweet 


HIGHLIGHTS  WILL  INCLUDE: 

•  Other  Featured  speakers: 

Diana  Garland.  Louisville.  Ky. 

Lyle  Schaller.  Research  Associate,  National  Evange¬ 
listic  Association.  Naperville.  III. 

•  Testimonies  by  home  and  foreign  missionaries 

•  Messages  from  Home  Mission  Board  President  Larry 
Lewis  and  Foreign  Mission  Board  President  Jerry 
Rankin 

•  Election  of  new  WMU  president 

• 

General  Sessions*  will  be  held  at  the  New  Orleans  Mar¬ 
riott  (555  Canal  Street)  on  Sunday.  June  9.  at  2:30  p.m 
and  7:00  p.m.;  and  Monday.  June  10.  at  9:30  a.m..  2:00 
p.m..  and  7:00  p.m. 


Woman  s  Missionary  Union 

•  No  registration  or  cost  required  to  attend  the  general  sessions. 


not  enough,  we  must  include  the 
role  of  God  the  Father  in  our  mis¬ 
sion  statement!  What  can  we  do  to 
correct  this  dilemma? 

Paul  Brady,  pastor 

Ranch  Acres  Church 

Tulsa,  Okla. 

ABP  disappointing 

Editor: 

1  am  a  Southern  Baptist.  I  have 
supported  Southern  Baptist  caus¬ 
es  when  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  has  made  me 
v  happy  and  when  it  has  made  me 
sad.  My  bias  is  obvious  and  open¬ 
ly  confessed.  I  am  “for”  the  SBC! 

As  one  should  anticipate.  I  am 
deeply  disappointed  with  the 
choice  of  Associated  Baptist 
Press  (ABP)  articles  in  our  state 
paper.  In  the  name  of  objectivity 
they  represent  a  deeply  biased 
view  of  opposition  to  our  beloved 
SBC.  A  majority  of  their  support 
comes  from  the  Cooperative  Bap¬ 
tist  Fellowship  (CBF)  and/or 
churches  affiliated  with  it. 

It  should  be  no  surprise  that 
nearly  every  ABP  article  chosen 
for  our  paper  presents  some  facet 
of  the  SBC  in  a  negative  light  or 
promotes  something  positive 
about  the  CBF.  Why  give  free 
publicity  to  any  group  who  com¬ 
petes  for  Cooperative  Program 
dollars? 

Recent  attacks  by  the  press 
upon  the  credibility  of  the 
Navy's  highest  ranking  officer 
drove  him  to  despair  and  ulti- 
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mately  suicide.  The  secular  press 
is  now  forced  to  police  itself  with 
far  greater  sensitivity  to  the  con¬ 
text  and  value  of  any  news  item. 
Perhaps  our  state  papers  need  to 
do  the  same.  Could  it  save  a 
denomination’s  life? 

No  one  is  truly  objective.  Cer¬ 
tainly  I  am  not.  Editorial  bias  is 
seen  in  the  choice  of  articles  to 
include  as  well  as  those  not 
included.  Since  some  bias  is  a 
given,  why  not  be  biased  toward 
the  great  denomination  that  sup¬ 
ports  thousands  of  missionaries 
every  day.  To  be  objective,  one 
does  not  have  to  be  skeptical  !~~'~ 
Thomas  M.  Atwood,  pastor 
First  Church 
Oxford 

Tribute  to  Smith 

Editor: 

Roy  Smith  is  retiring  this  year 
from  Copiah-Lincoln  Community 
College  as  Baptist  Student  Union 
(BSU)  director.  A  BSU  director  is 
kind  of  like  a  pastor  away  from 
home  for  college  students. 

“Brother  Roy”  touched  the 
lives  of  many  people.  I  only  lived 
20  miles  from  the  campus,  and 
went  home  almost  every  weekend, 
but  he  was  there  when  we  needed 
him. 

We  had  Vespers  (a  devotional 
time)  each  evening,  Monday 
through  Thursday.  We  went  to  Sil¬ 
ver  Cross  Nursing  Home  each 
Monday  afternoon  and  had  a 
devotional  with  some  of  the  resi¬ 
dents.  We  had  BSU  conventions, 
leadership  conferences,  and 
retreats.  I  was  a  dorm  representa¬ 
tive,  and  had  devotionals  in  the 
dorm  Monday  through  Thursday. 

Brother  Roy  suggested  that  I 
apply  as  a  staffer  for  Ridgecrest 
(N.C.)  Conference  Center.  I  did.  I 


Sunday  School  Board  Sponsored  Senior  Adult  Events 

_  19_96  _ 

CHAUTAUQUAS 

MISSISSIPPI  WEEK 

September  23-27, 1996 

Riilgecrewt™  Baptist  Conference  Center 


Bidgecrest,  NC 

Featuring 

Preacher  Dr.  Bill  Causey, 

Executive  Director,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention,  Jackson,  MS 

Music  Leader  ILL  Sigrest 

Musk  Evangelist  Yazoo  City,  MS 

Conference  Leaders: 

Glen  Shows 

Director  Fxrnily  Ministry  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention.  Jackson,  MS 

Senior  Adult  Choir 

First  Baptist  Church 
Hattiesburg.  MS 


Six  great  locations  to  serve  youl 
Call  615-251-2277  for  brochure  or  615-251-2824 
for  more  information. 


was  accepted,  and  it  was  one  of 
the  greatest  summers  of  my  life. 

Brother  Roy  was  a  director, 
pastor,  counselor,  and  friend.  As  I 
said.  I  know  he  touched  the  hearts 
and  lives  of  many'- people. 

Danny  Cummings 

Jackson 

Graham  day  good  idea 

Editor: 

The  suggestion  by  Atwell  Scott 
(“Letters  to  the  Editor,”  May  9 
issue),  in  my  opinion,  was  an 
excellent  idea  and  should  have 
been  forwarded  to  the  proper  per¬ 
son  for  consideration  and  imple¬ 
mentation. 

To  designate  a  Sunday  to  honor 
Billy  Graham  would  be  a  gracious 
and  loving  thing  to  do. 

Our  children  should  be  knowl¬ 
edgeable  of  this  great  man  and  his 
unique  career  and  many  accom¬ 
plishments.  They  should  know  he 
was  the  greatest  spokesman  for 
Christ  in  the  20th  century. 

Scott’s  suggestion  should  have 
been  taken  more  seriously  than  to 
be  flippantly  —  it  seems  — 
trashed  in  a  footnote. 

Editor,  we  need  not  limit  our¬ 
selves  to  prayer  for  Graham,  as 
you  suggest. 

Haskel  Stringer 

Bay  Springs 

Support  is  a  blessing 

Editor: 

I  wish  to  share  my  deepest 
gratitude  to  the  Board  of  Ministe¬ 
rial  Education  for  its  financial 
support  during  my  educational 
experience  at  William  Carey  Col¬ 
lege.  The  support  given  has 
enabled  me  to  attend  a  wonderful 
Southern  Baptist  educational 
institution  such  as  William  Carey 
College. 

I  also  wish  to  thank  the  Christ¬ 
ian  Related  Vocation  fellowship 
for  their  faithful  support  at 
William  Carey  College.  It  is 
through  the  Christian  Related 
Vocation  fellowship  that  the 
Board  of  Ministerial  Education 
was  able  to  supply  aid  to  myself 
and  my  fellow  students  who  are 
called  into  full-time  Christian 
service. 

Thank  you  and  God  bless. 

Leslie  H.  Trigg,  III 

Waynesboro 


f  Our  company  proudly  retains  the  ^ 
name  of  our  founder,  L.L  Sams,  a 
Southern  Baptist  pastor. 


It  has  been  our 
privilege  to 
serve  Southern 
Baptists  since 
1898. 


•  stained  glass  •  carpet  • 

•  pews  •  pulpit  furniture  • 

•  educational  furniture  • 

•  painting  •  more  than  290  complete 
CHURCH  RENOVATIONS 

FREE  BROCHURES 

1-800-537-4723 

l  P  o  Box  14V).  Waco,  TX  76703 


Just  for  the  Record 


Lake,  evangelist;  Kevin  McHan. 
Starkville,  music;  Larry  Haggard, 
pastor. 

Robinhood,  Brandon:  June  9- 

12;  Sunday,  10:45  a.m.  and'T 
p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Danny 
Berry,  Brandon,  evangelist;  Barry 
Lyall,  Brandon,  music;  Don 
Nerren,  pastor. 


Mt.  Carmel,  Edinburg:  June 
9-14;  Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Renewal  coordinator.  Osyka,  will  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  James  Messer, 
be  the  speaker.  Barry  Ward  is  pas-  Mobile,  Ala.,  evangelist;  McQue 
tor.  t  Jones,  Madden,  music;  Keith  Ful¬ 

ton,  pastor. 

Franklin  Church,  Flora,  will 

host  a  community  Drug  Abuse/  Pleasant  Ridge,  Sturgis:  June 
Resistance  Awareness  Program  on  9-12;  Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
June  14-15.  Parents’  Night  will  be  Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Randall  Creel. 
Friday,  June  14,  7-9  p.m.  Speak¬ 
ers  will  be  Savannah  Young  of 
Marian  Hill  Chemical  Depen¬ 
dence  Center;  and  Terry  Bennett 
of  New  Hope  Foundation  Chemi¬ 
cal  Dependency  Center.  Youth 
Night  for  ages  10-21,  will  be  Sat¬ 
urday,  June  15,  6-9  p.m.  Young, 

Bennett,  Brad  Harbor  and  Robby 
Sanders  of  the  Madison  County 
Sheriff  s  Department’s  K-9  Unit, 
will  be  the  speakers.  For  more 
information,  call  Brandi  Heath- 
cock  at  (601)  879-8435  or 
Franklin  Church,  879-3415. 


Bowlin  (Attala):  June  9;  1 1  pastor,  guest  speaker 
a.m.;  lunch  will  follow  morning 
service;  Willie  Bishop,  speaker; 

V.B.  Keith,  music;  Kathy  Bishop, 
pianist. 

County  Line,  Mendenhall: 

June  9;  worship,  10:45  a.m.; 
covered  dish  dinner  followed  by 
mu&ic  with  New  Wine  at  1:30 
p.m.;  T.W.  Henderson,  interim 


Cedar  Grove 
marks  its 
centennial 


Trinity  Church,  Lumberton,  began  Trinity  Baptist  Mission  on  the  first 
Sunday  of  January.  Since  that  date  Buddy  Peters  has  been  called  as  pas¬ 
tor.  The  mission  has  had  over  80  additions,  paid  for  five  acres  of  land, 
and  saved  enough  money  for  the  foundation  and  slab  for  the  new  wor¬ 
ship  and  education  building.  At  the  ground  breaking  for  the  first  phase 
(from  left)  were  Al  Young,  pastor.  Trinity  Church;  Peters;  Tommy  Odom, 
associate  pastor,  Trinity  Church;  and  Doug  Benedict,  director  of  mis¬ 
sions,  Lamar  Association. 

New  Black  Jack-Church,-:  by  pioneer  Baptist  missionary 
Neshoba  County,  exceeded  its  Luther  Rice.  Members  of  the 
goal  of  $500  for  the  Lottie  Moon  Georgia  Baptist  publication’s  staff 
Christmas  Offering  for  Foreign  and  board  of  directors,  Georgia 
Missions  with  a  total  of  $642.53.  Baptist  leaders  and  historians  and 
The  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  other  friends  of  the  Index  were  in 
Offering  goal  of  $250  was  Washington  May  4-9  for  a  “her- 
exceeded  with  a  total  of  $318.  itage  tour”  to  mark  the  journal’s 
Hugh  Martin  is  pastor.  beginnings. 


Zion  Hill  Church,  Wesson, 
will  host  Karen  Peck  and  the  New 
River  Band  and  The  Bibletones 
quartet  in  concert  on  June  14  at  7 
p.m.  For  ticket  information,  call 
Billy  Ashley,  (601)  643-5847  or 
Shipp’s  Flowers,  (601)  833-4061. 

First  Church,  Waynesboro,  is 

seeking  a  minister  of  youth  and 
activities.  Candidates  should  send 
resumes  to:  Searph  Committee, 
First  Baptist  Church,  814  Azalea 
Dr..  Waynesboro,  MS  39367. 


Cedar  Grove  Church,  Greene 
Association,  will  celebrate  its 
100th  anniversary  on  July  21. 

The  church’s  morning  worship 
service  will  begin  at  10:45,  and 
will  be  followed  by  a  noon  meal. 

An  afternoon  service  will  begin 
at  1:30,  and  end  at  3  p.m. 

All  former  pastors  are  asked  to 
contact  the  church  at  Rt.  1,  Box 
220,  Leakesville,  MS  39451. 


Vacation 
Bible  Schools 


Cloverdale,  Natchez:  June  17- 

21;  children  2-11  years  of  age 
8:30-11:30  a.m.;  youth,  ages  12- 
17,  7  p.m. 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 


Oak  Grove  Church,  Scott  Steve  Knight,  men's  basket- 
County,  gave  $1503.50  to  Annie  ball  Jiead  coach,  has  announced 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering.  The  the  dates  for  the  14th  annual 
love  offering  for  the  Baptist  Chil-  William  Carey  College  Basketball 
dren's  Village  on  Mother’s  Day  Camps.  For  more  information, 
amounted  to  $404.  Victor  Vaughn  contact  his  office  at  (601)- 582- 
Sr.  is  pastor.  6111  or  582-6415;  or  write  him 

at-:  William  Carey  Ctrllege,  498 
Mississippi  College  will  spon-  Tuscan  Avenue,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
sor  the  7th  Annual  Minister's  39401. 

Golf  Tournament  on  Aug.  5-6  at  — 

Live  Oaks  Golf  Club.  The  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  is  co¬ 
sponsoring  the  event.  The  tourna¬ 
ment  will' begin  on  Aug.  5  at  I 
p.m.  with  registration,  team,  and 
cart  assignments.  Tee  off  will 
begin  at  1:30  p.m.  Tuesday’s 
schedule  starts  at  8  a.m.  and  con¬ 
cludes  at  noon  with  lunch  and 
prize  presentations.  For  more 
information  call  (601)  925-3263. 

Registration  deadline  is  July  30.  Lay  Renewal  Weekend  will 

be  held  at  Puckett  Church, 
WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The  Puckett,  June  7-9.  The  meeting 
dedication  of  a  historical  mark-  will  begin  with  supper  on  Friday 
er,  a  While  House  briefing,  and  a  at  6:30  p.m.  Greg  Tanner.  Lay 
reception  at  the  U.S.  Capitol  were 
highlights  of  the  celebration  of  the 
175th  anniversary  of  The  (Geor¬ 
gia)  Christian  Index  in  Washing¬ 
ton.  The  country’s  oldest  religious 
newspaper,  the  Index  was  (bund¬ 
ed  in  the  nation's  capital  in  1822 


Rankin  Association  is  begin¬ 
ning  a  new  mission  effort, 
Northshore  Mission  Church,  and 
seeks  a  pastor.  Send  resumes  to 
Rankin  Association,  Attn: 
Northshore  Steering  Committee, 
P.O.  Box  1257,  Brandon,  MS 
39043. 


Southeastern  Bus  Co 
Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


All  Sizls 

Sales  and  Rentals 


Parkhill  Church,  Jackson, 

will  celebrate  its  40th  anniversary 
on  June  9  at  1 1  a.m.  A  covered 
dish  meal  will  be  served  in  the 
fellowship  hall  at  noon.  Singing 
will  follow  dinner.  The  guest 
speaker  is  Mose  Dangerfield, 
director,  Discipleship  Training, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board.  Jimmy  Bailey,  Florence, 
will  lead  the  music. 


Mississippi  College’s  School 
of  Business  recently  established  a 
chapter  of  Delta  Mu  Delta,  the 
national  honor  society  in  business 
administration.  Included  as  char¬ 
ter  honorary  members  were  Ger¬ 
ald  Lee.  Bettye  Coward,  Henry 
Hederman,  Howell  W.  Todd, 
Tony  Huffman,  and  Edward  L. 
\lcMillian. 


Dorsey  Church,  Mantachie, 

exceeded  its  goal  for  Annie  Arm¬ 
strong  Easter  Offering  of  $500 
with  a  total  of  $516.  Jerry  Estes  is 
pastor. 


I 


Amphitheater  &  Park 

B'The  Aftermath  and  the  Legacy" 

CIVIL  WAR  DRAMA 

June  13  through  October  12, 1996 

This  slorv  follows  the  principle  figures  of  the  historic 
meeting  at  Looney's  Tavern  throughout  the  conflict 
and  ends  with  the  signing  of  the  peace  agreement  at 
Appomattox.  It  is  the  story  of  young  love  and  decisions; 
to  leave  home,  to  escape  to  the  mountain  caves,  to  join 
the  Armies,  to  fight  against  neighbor  and  brother. 

Piml  Dectrnv  />M  I'M  a  unique  indoor  Civil  War  Musical  Production 
looney's  greert'oiit-cruise  Smith  lake  •  looney  Puff  miniature  golf 
Sister  Snrrr'c  Krte/re rr-Buffrt  Dining  •  Ctrolmrs  Gifts -a  quaint  shop 

For  detailed  Ticket  &  Performance  Information  call: 

(205)  489-5000  •  P.O.  Box  70  •  Double  Springs,  AL  35553  ^ 


♦  Christian  lulucatm 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


m  the  News 


Retired  Mississippi  Baptist 
leader  J.  Clark  Hensley  has  been 
named  the  1996  Alumnus  of  the 

a  Year  for  Cen¬ 
tral  Baptist 
Theological 
Seminary.  He 
was  honored 
during  the  insti¬ 
tution’s  Alumni 
Banquet  on 
May  17  at  First 
Church,  Kansas 

Hensley  City-  Kan  The 

author  of  14 
Christian  books  and  booklets, 
Hensley  wrote  In  the  Heart  of 
the  Young,  a  biography  of  H  E. 
Dana,  Central  Seminary  president 


and  overturned.  Hill  was' thrown 
from  the  car  and  was  pronounced 
dead  on  arrival  at  a  Paducah, 
Ky.,  hospital.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife  Delores  and  four  grown 
children. 


Amanda  Murray  is  the  recip¬ 
ient  of  the  1996  Suzanne  Nobles 
Memorial  Scholarship  at  Missis- 

•  sippi  College. 

Amanda  is  the 
daughter  of 
James  N.  Mur¬ 
ray  of  Brandon 
and  Karon 
Birdwell  of 
Clinton.  She  is 
a  graduate  of 
Clinton  High 

Murray  Schouo1  a”d  a 

J  member  of  First 

Church,  Clinton.  This  scholarship 


Thomas  Jamieson  of  Slayden 
has  been  appointed  by  the  For¬ 
eign  Mission  Board,  International 

B  Service  Corps, 
to  serve  in  Hun¬ 
gary.  He  will 
serve  as  a  youth 
evangelist  trav¬ 
eling  around  the 
country  from 
village  to  vil¬ 
lage  working 
with  a  group  of 

Jamieson  Hungarian 

young  people. 
Jamieson  is  a  graduate  of  Delta 
State  University  and  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 

ship.  Son  of  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  Jerry  George  S.  Kelly,  former  pas- 
Cunmngham  of  tor  of  First  Church,  Lyman,  has 
Greenville,  he  is  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
a  graduate  of  Major.  He  serves  as  a  chaplain  in 
Washington  the  Ohio  Wing,  Civil  Air  Patrol, 
High  School  an  auxiliary  of  the  Air  Force, 
and  a  member 

of  First  Church,  Dennis  Dollar  of  Gulfport  has 
Greenville.  This  been  elected  moderator  of  the 

Gulf  Coast 
Association. 
Dollar  is  a  lay¬ 
man  who  serves 
as  music  and 
youth  director 
at  Big  Ridge 
Church,  Biloxi. 
Chaplain  Ed 
Holmes  of  First 
Church,  Gulf¬ 
port,  was  elect- 


Anise  Pickering  McDaniel 

(seated)  recently  received  an  hon¬ 
orary  doctoral  degree  during  the 
170th  commencement  ceremony  at 
Mississippi  College.  President 
Howell  W.  Todd  (right)  conferred 
the  doctor  of  humane  letters  title 
on  the  102-year-old,  dedicated  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  college  “in  genuine 
appreciation  of  more  than  eight 
decades  of  commitment  and  sup¬ 
port  of  Mississippi  College....”  One 
of  McDaniefs  grandsons,  John  F. 
Brock  (left),  delivered  the  com¬ 
mencement  address. 

currently  working  on  a  master  of 
divinity  degree  at  Southern  Semi¬ 
nary.  Tiffin  is  a  senior  at  Missis¬ 
sippi  State  University.  She  lives 
in  Starkville  and  is  a  member  of 
Calvary  Church.  Tiffin  will  work 
with  Diana  Bridges,  director  of 
the  International  Fellowship  Min¬ 
istry  in  Starkville. 

Evangelist  Victor  Ainsworth 

of  Saucier  is  available  for  service. 
Haying  been  a  member  of  Harri¬ 
son  County  Sheriffs  Auxiliary 
and  Gulfport  Police  Reserves,  he 
has  ministered  to  inmates  and 
youths.  Ainsworth  can  be  reached 
at  (601)  831-4991. 


Your  church  is  far  more  than  bricks  and  mortar.  It 
represents  the  priceless  commitment  arid  sacrifice  of 
many  people.  Church  Mutual  understands  your  church’s 
enduring  importance  in  the  lives  of  your  congregation. 
We’ve  specialized  in  insuring  churches  for  nearly 
100  years.  Call  for  a  free,  personal  evaluation  of 
your  insurance  needs.  Find  out  why  j 

more  churches  place  their  trust 
in  Church  Mutual.  iSBSBBB/ 

In  Mississippi,  call  800-525-4359. 


CADIZ,  Ky.  (BP)  —  Daniel 
R.  Hill,  a  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Thailand,  died  May  22 
in  an  automobile  accident  near 
Cadiz,  Ky.  Hill,  54,  was  driving 
to  Indianapolis  Wednesday 
morning  to  attend  a  son’s  gradua¬ 
tion  from  military  boot  camp 
when  he  apparently  fell  asleep  at 
the  wheel.  His  car  left  the  road 


CHURCH  MUTUAL 

O  1996  Churcft  Mutual  Insurance  Company 


Dana  Darby  and  Melanie 
Tiffin,  student  summer  mission¬ 
aries  for  June  and  July,  will  be 
working  in  Lowndes,  Oktibbeha, 
and  Clay  associations.  Darby, 
sponsored  by  the  Home  Mission 
Board,  will  work  with  National 
Baptist  churches  in  the  area.  A 

native  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  he  is  Delores  Taylor  of  Gainesville, 

Ga.,  will  be  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Pastors’  Wives 
Conference  beginning  in  June. 
Her  husband  is  Johnny  Lee  Tay¬ 
lor,  pastor,  First  Church, 
Gainesville.  He  was  formerly  pas¬ 
tor  in  McComb  and  Grenada. 


STAFF  MEMBER  NEEDED.  Full  SEE  THE  GREAT  Passion  Play, 


.  -nel  Committee,  1502  Midway  Rd. 
Eureka  Springs,  Ark.!  $31  Group  Clinton,  MS  39056. 

Pkg.  includes  the  Best  ($13)  Tick¬ 
ets,  plus  fun,  lodging,  &  meals 
Where  One  Call  Does  It  ALL 
Keller’s  Country  Dorm  Resort, 

(501)253-8418. 


time  Ed/Youth.  Send  resume  to: 
First  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
1339,  St.  Francisville,  LA  70775. 

CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories, 
pulpit/judicial  robes,  paraments. 
MURPHY  ROBES/Mac’s  Robes, 
Charles  McGlockiin,  Authorized 
Dealer.  Statewide  1 -800-898- 
MACS. 


PART  TIME  YOUTH  Minister. 
Trace  Ridge  Baptist  Church.  Send 
resume  to  Post  Office  Box  456, 
Ridgeland,  MS  39158,  or  call 
church  office  (601)  856-2529. 


<>l  crawling  over  ilu- 

HI  Ml"  The  solution  is ^ ^'vK 
i  I  S.|>.ivH-nner  c  jn 

»«!>  m  ..ole  ’  A  ;V 

root  &  electric  step 

Call  Tn-State  Van  &  Bus  Today!  1  -800-330-3622 
BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS! 


CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Bap¬ 
tistries,  steeples,  &  stained  glass, 
MS  &  ALA.  1-800-630-0583. 


ASSORTED  CHURCH  Furniture: 
pews,  lectern,  altar  table,  etc. 
(601)  475-8244,  Four  Mile  Creek 
OCEAN  FRONT  CONDO  on  Per-  Baptist  Church, 
dido  Key,  close  to  Pensacola, 

3BR,  3BA,  pool,  central  air/heat, 
cable  TV,  phone,  dishwasher, 
microwave,  washer/dryer,  ceiling 
fans,  whirlpool  tub  in  master  bath. 

Sleeps  10.  Summer  rate  $1,400 
per  week  or  $225  daily  plus  tax 
and  damage  deposit.  (505)  296- 
2815. 

FOR  SALE:  1984  15 
WANTED  —  DANIEL  MEMORI-  Dodge  350  Royal  SE 
AL  Baptist  Church  of  Jackson  is  60,525  original  miles 
seeking  a  full-time  Minister  of  needs  work.  Practically 
Education  and  Music,  and  a  full-  upholstery  needs  rej 
time  Minister  of  Youth  and  Educa-  offer.  Ingomar  Baptis 
tion.  Send  resume  to  the  Person-  Union  Countv:  (6011  53 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Hospital  or 


Medicare  Supplement 
Insurance?  If  yes,  call  for  our  Low  Rates  Today! 

□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room,  Intensive  Care, 
Surgery,  Ambulance. 

Many  Pre-Existing  Health  Conditions  acceptable  — 

High  blood  pressure.  Diabetes,  Heart  conditions,  etc. 
(Excellent  Rates  on  ages  50+) 

□  Medicare  Supplement 

Ages  65  and  over.  No  waiting  periods. 

Low  Rates! 

□  Medicare  Supplement  under  age  65 

Call  today  for  free  information: 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance  Marketing 

111  Lakeshore  Dr.  #J-202,  Brandon,  MS  39042 

1-800-880-2305 


ATTENTION!  BI-VOCATIONAL 

ministers  and  music  directors: 
Supplement  your  church  income. 
Earn  $500-$ 1,000  per  week  with 
American  Protective.  Leads  fur¬ 
nished,  no  overnight  travel  or 
cash  investment  —  We  train  you. 
Call  (601)  582-9000  for  confiden¬ 
tial  interview. 


BAPTISTRY/BATHTUB  REPAIR. 

Porcelain  or  fiberglass.  No  job  too 
large  or  small.  Statewide  service. 
No  mileage  charge.  K&K  Bathtub 
Repair,  1526  Gardner  Blvd.. 
Columbus,  MS  39702;  1-800-349- 
2882. 


PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private 
and  church  groups.  From  $54.95 
per  day/  limited  free  miles/  7-  to 
15-seat.  Occasionally  for  sale: 
quality  used  vans.  Auto  &  Truck 
Rental,  Jackson  (601)  948-3391. 
Since  1965. 
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Love  impartially 


-n  By  David  Mitchell 

James  2, 4 


With  unbridled  force,  James  emphatically  stated  that 
prejudice  and  partiality  are  an  abhorrent  objection  among 
the  people  of  God.  God’s  children  are  to  show  no 
favoritism  because  of  rank,  birth,  wealth,  or  apparel.  To 
make  his  point,  James  told  a  story  about  two  church  visi¬ 
tors  and  what  Foy  Valentine,  former  executive  director  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Christian  Life  Commission,  has 
called  a  "'morally  derelict  usher”  (v.  2).  The  usher  in 
James’  illustration  bent  over  backwards  to  meet  every 
need  of  the  high  class  visitor,  but  the  low  class  stranger 
was  put  in  the  place  of  inferiority,  causing  him  to  feel 
humiliation.  The  implication  is  clear  that  these  church 
members  took  it  upon  themselves  to  be  judges  and  they 
did  so  under  the  influence  of  the  worldly  culture,  which 
in  turn  caused  their  church  to  be  a  worldly,  compromised 
fellowship. 

The  flaw  in  actions  of  this  church  was  that  they  judged 
at  all.  James  followed  with  the  statement  that  God  has 
chosen  ‘‘those  who  are  poor  in  the  world  to  be  rich  in 
faith  in  areas  of  the  kingdom  which  is  promised  to  those 
who  love  him”  (v.  5).  James  continued,  “Why  do  you  act 
toward  the  rich  in  such  a  way  when  it  is  the  rich  that  are 
your  persecutors  rather  than  your  friends?” 

The  language  of  verses  6  and  7  indicates  that  many  of 
those  to  whom  James  was  writing  were  poor.  Valentine 
notes,  “Snobbery,  worldly  standards,  servile  regard  for 
the  rich  and  powerful,  personal  favoritism,  and  worship 
of  rank  have  no  place  among  the  people  of  God  anywhere 
at  any  time.” 

As  a  king  rules  his  subjects,  so  should  God’s  royal  law 
of  “love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself’  rule  God’s  people.  Jesus 
explained  this  commandment  in  Luke  10:25.  The  teach¬ 
ing  in  both  places  is  clear.  A  disciple  is  to  treat  everyone 
according  to  his  real  worth.  Judgment  is  not  to  be  passed 
because  of  appearance,  clothing,  complexion,  or  circum¬ 
stances  of  birth.  The  disciple  is  to  treat  every  person,  all 
humans,  as  “neighbors.”  Those  who  have  impressions  of 
partiality  in  their  minds  have  committed  sin.  The  point  is 
that  God’s  law  condemns  and  holds  guilty  those  who  are 
prejudiced  and  show  partiality.  It  is  not  merely  that 
God’s  law  has  been  transgressed,  but  that  a  wayward  and 
rebellious  spirit  has  been  given  liberty  to  enter  and  lodge 
in  the  disciple’s  life  (vv.  10-11). 

The  thought  is  that  the  disciple  is  to  act  and  react  with 
a  constant  reminder  that  soon  he  is  to  be  brought  to  judg¬ 
ment.  All  persons  who  have  trusted  Christ  will  be  judged 
by  the  law  of  liberty  —  that  is.  the  law  of  true  freedom 
by  which  men  shall  be  freed  from  all  sin.  The  sense  is 
that  in  whatever  you  do  or  say,  be  sure  to  remember  that 
you  will  also  be  judged  and  that  you  are  to  be  judged  by 
God's  grace,  which  allows  a  person  to  be  delivered  from 
the  bondage  of  sin  into  the  freedom  of  the  gospel.  James 
clearly  stated  that  those  who  judge  and  show  no  mercy 
will  be  shown  no  mercy  at  their  judgment  (v.  13). 

In  the  fourth  chapter,  James  once  again  rehearsed  the 
message  he  delivered  in  Chapter  2.  The  critical  spirit  was 
denounced.  Those  who  gossip,  tell  lies,  speak  evil  of  oth¬ 
ers,  and  have  harsh  criticism  will  face  judgment  from  the 
hands  of  God.  James  made  it  explicitly  clear  that  it  is 
inappropriate  for  anyone  to  judge  another  person. 

The  point  is  that  God  is  the  only  one  worthy  to  pass 
judgment.  He  is  the  only  one  with  the  credentials  of  per¬ 
fection,  holiness,  righteousness,  and  purity.  These  char¬ 
acteristics  give  him  and  him  alone  the  right  to  be  not  only 
the  Judge,  but  also  the  Lawgiver. 

All  humanity  will  one  day  stand  before  God  who  has 
the  power  in  his  judgment  to  save  or  destroy. 

Since  judgment  passed  on  one's  neighbor  is  done  with 
no  authority  or  power.  James  asked.  "Who  are  you  to 
judge  your  neighbor?”  (4:12). 

Mitchell  is  pastor  of  Van  Winkle  Church,  Jackson. 
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Call  to  repentance  Authentic  love 


By  Clayton  Littlejohn 
Joel  1, 2 


By  Linda  Donnell 
Romans  12 


Joel’s  description  of  God’s  call  for  his  people  to  repent 
teaches  us  that  God  uses  life  situations  to  lead  people  to 
turn  to  him.  In  this  lesson,  we  will  witness  God’s  judgment 
against  sin,  the  call  for  a  solemn  assembly,  the  coming  day 
of  the  Lord,  and  a  call  for  repentance.  This  is  a  message 
America  needs  to  hear  and  hold. 

God’s  judgment  against  sin  (1:1-4).  Joel  began  his 
book  by  telling  us  that  what  he  had  to  say  came  from 
the  Lord  and  not  himself:  “The  word  of  the  Lord  that 
came.”  All  we  ministers  need  our  messages  to  come 
frdm  the  Lord. 

Next,  Joel  asked  a  question  of  “ye  old  men...  all  ye 
inhabitants  of  the  land....”  The  judgment  God  sent  was 
devastating  locusts.  Joel  asked  the  old  men  and  people  if 
they  ever  remembered  a  time  when  the  locusts  were  this 
many  and  so  destructive.  This  story  was  to  be  passed  from 
generation  to  generation  so  that  each  generation  would 
fear  God’s  judgment.  In  verse  4,  God  named  four  types  of 
locust;?  that  would  bring  destruction. 

Why  did  he  name  four?  The  number  four  represents  the 
earth  and  the  four  points  on  (he  compass,  so  God  was  say¬ 
ing  that  from  every  direction,  judgment  was  coming  unless 
they  repented. 

The  call  for  a  solemn  assembly  (1:14).  Joel  calls  for 
the  people  to  “sanctify  ye  a  fast,  call  a  solemn  assembly.” 
When  a  person  or  nation  fasts,  they  are  denying  them¬ 
selves  their  daily  necessities  and  giving  themselves  over  to 
Godin  humility.  They  ask  him  to  meet  their  needs,  instead 
of  doing  it  personally. 

Joel  was  asking  for  all  the  people  to  gather  in  a  solemn 
assembly  and  ask  for  God’s  forgiveness,  while  forsaking 
their  sins.  We  need  this  in  our  churches  today. 

The  coming  day  of  the  Lord  (2:11).  These  locusts  rep¬ 
resented  the  day  when  huge  Gentile  armies  would  rise  up 
against  Israel.  This  day  had  not  come,  but  it  was  just  as 
sure  as  if  it  had  already  happened: 

(1)  It  would  be  a  great  army  that  challenges  Israel. 

(2)  The  massive  number  of  soldiers  would  make  the 

army  strong  and  powerful.  J  v 

(3)  This  future  event  would  be  worse  than  the  locusts 
they  were  experiencing  now  and  more  devastating  than 
anything  they  had  ever  known. 

A  call  for  repentance  (2:12-17).  In  verse  12,  God  gave 
an  invitation  to  the  people  to  repent  and  turn  back  to  him. 
(If  you  want  a  good  illustration  of  what  true  repentance  is, 
look  at  I  Thessalonians  1 :9).  God  asked  for  their  whole 
hearts,  and  asked  for  their  sacrifice  by  fasting,  weeping, 
and  mourning. 

One  of  the  ways  one  would  express  sorrow  and  repen¬ 
tance  was  by  tearing  his  garments.  God  didn’t  want  tom 
garments.  He  wanted  tom  hearts  broken  over  sin.  In  verse 
14,  Joel  said.  “Who  knoweth  if  he  will  return  and 
repent...?" 

The  Israelites  had  gone  so  far  in  sin  that  Joel  didn’t 
know  if  God  would  change  his  plans  to  judge  them.  Joel 
was  asking  for  blessings  instead  of  curses.  This  was  so 
serious  that  Joel  asked  that  the  trumpet  be  blown,  a  fast  be 
sanctified,  a  solemn  assembly  called,  and  all  the  people 
invited,  “from  the  youngest  baby  to  the  oldest  adult.”  It 
was  serious. 

The  priests  were  to  lead  in  this  repentance  by  asking  for 
forgiveness  with  weeping  and  contrition  and  maybe  God 
would  spare  the  people.  We  today  should  follow  this  pat-' 
tem. 


Littlejohn  is  pastor  of  Ingram  Church,  Baldwyn. 


Those  who  study  English  for  the  first  time  must  be 
confused  by  our  word  “love.”  We  love  our  sweethearts, 
we  love  apple  pie,  we  love  to  play  tennis,  we  love  God. 
and  so  on.  We  may  encounter  sentimental  love  that  is 
strong  on  feeling  but  short  on  help,  or  manipulative  love 
that  disguises  the  need  to  dominate  others,  or  soft  love 
that  refuses  the  demands  of  personal  and  community 
integrity.  Just  what  is  “love”? 

Paul,  in  offering  practical  advice  to  the  Romans  on  how 
God  expects  us  to  live,  gave  agape  love  as  the  standard  of 
ethical  behavior  for  the  church.  By  this  he  meant  a  gener¬ 
ous,  self-sacrificing  form  of  love.  In  our  “me”  society,  this 
might  be  a  frightening  definition.  Nonetheless,  it  is  one  on 
which  we  as  Christians  should  concentrate  if  we  are  to  live 
out  God’s  will. 

Love  versus  hypoerisy  (vv.  9-13).  Paul’s  foundational 
words  were  that  our  love  should  be  genuine  (v.  9).  He 
seemed  to  take  for  granted  that  believers,  who  have  been 
transformed  by  unearned  love,  will  naturally  pass  this  love 
on  to  others.  So,  instead  of  commanding  his  readers  to  love, 
he  dealt  with  the  issue  of  genuineness. 

From  his  admonition  to  love  with  sincerity,  the  apostle 
told  how  this  can  be  embodied  in  our  relationships  with 
others:  “Be  devoted  to  each  other,”  and  “Honor  one  another 
above  yourselves”  (v.  10).  Here,  we  are  again  reminded  of 
how  we  are  all  bound  together  as  one  through  the  love  of 
Christ  (Rom.  12:4).  Certainly,  Christ  has  to  be  the  center  of 
our  hearts  and  lives  in  order  for  us  to  love  the  unlovely. 

The  story  is  told  of  an  overseas  missionary  who  was 
ministering  to  needy  persons  in  a  difficult  situation.  A 
tourist  remarked  that  he  would  not  do  that  for  a  million  dol¬ 
lars!  The  missionary  responded  that  he  would  not  either;  he 
did  it  because  he  loved  God’s  people. 

Next,  Paul  encouraged  us  to  stay  enthusiastic  and  opti¬ 
mistic,  to  meet  tribulation  with  triumphant  fortitude,  and  to 
persevere  in  prayer  (vv.  11-12).  Verse  13  takes  us  to  the 
practical  expression  of  love  through  offering  hospitality.  It 
has  been  said  that  Christianity  is  the  religion  of  the  open 
hand,  the  open  heart,  and  the  open  door. 

Love  versus  conceit  (vv.  14-16).  Authentic  love  will 
push  us  to  “bless  those  who  persecute  you”  (v.  14).  When 
we  are  hurt  or  mistreated,  we  have  the  example  of  Christ 
before  us.  who,  while  dying  on  the  cross,  prayed  for  for¬ 
giveness  for  those  who  were  killing  him. 

Paul  urged  the  Roman  Christians  to  rejoice  with  those 
who  rejoice  and  to  mourn  with  those  who  mourn  (v.  15).  It 
is  often  easier  to  sympathize  with  those  in  sorrow  than  to 
congratulate  those  who  are  successful,  especially  if  that 
success  brings  disappointment  to  us.  Only  genuine  love  can 
keep  us  from  envying  those  who  do  well. 

Genuine  love  is  also  not  proud  or  conceited  (v.  16). 

Pride  is  good  when  it  means  a  healthy  self-esteem,  but  it  is 
a  curse  when  it  looks  down  on  others  because  of  their  skin 
color  or  social  position.  Before  the  cross,  the  ground  is 
level.  It  is  not  “me  way  up  here”  and  “you  way  down 
there.”  It’s  “us”  —  one  family  of  God. 

Love  versus  revenge  (vv.  17-21).  Paul  emphasized  that 
believers  are  not  to  seek  personal  revenge  against  those 
who  have  wronged  them,  but  are  to  overcome  evil  with 
good.  We  often  hear  that  “revenge  is  sweet.”  This  is  far 
from  the  truth.  When  we  harbor  revenge,  it  has  a  way  of 
turning  in  on  us.  causing  us  as  much  pain  as  the  one  toward 
who  we  vent  our  bad  humor.  Rather  than  trying  to  get  even, 
Christians  should  make  special  efforts  to  make  peace  with¬ 
out  compromising  biblical  principles. 

Life  is  not  always  fair.  But  the  last  chapter  of  life  is 
never  written  in  this  world.  We  would  do  well  to  remember 
that  ultimately,  truth  and  justice  are  on  God’s  side. 

Paul  presented  some  crucial  guidelines  for  genuine  love. 
Carrying  them  out  will  certainly  not  come  naturally.  The 
extent  of  our  love  shown  to  others  reflects  the  depth  of  our 
love  to  God:  “By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  you  are  my 
disciples,  if  you  have  love  to  one  another”  (John  13:35). 
What  evidence  is  present  in  your  life  of  this  love? 

Donnell  is  a  member  of  First  Church,  Hattiesburg. 


Bov  ina  Baptist  Church 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  B.  Hill 
Ms.  Diane  Bonjour 
Mr.  Truman  HUI 
Young  at  Heart.  Second  BC 
Mr.  Leroy  Hodges 
Mr  James  C.  Peay 
Mrs.  Ruby  Holliman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  S.  M.  Dawdle 
Ms.  Mildred  S.  Peaks 
Mrs.  Louise  H.  Simpson 
Mark  Hooker 
Mrs.  Clara  B.  King 
Emma  Jean  Hortoo 
Mrs.  Janeiro  L.  Cranage 
Mary  Lewis  Horton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Trent  H.  Hutcheson 
Mr.  Willie  Mac  Horton 
Adult  III,  Men  III  SS.  FBC-Union 
Dewey  Lee  Hubbard,  Sr. 

Mrs  Alfred  Nowell 
Miss  Janette  Nowell 
Pete  Hubbard 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Silas  Elmer  Humphries 
Mrs.  ina  Mae  Honea 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Byrd  Hutchison 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Philip  R.  Fern  s 
Mrs.  Fayetta  Jackson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerey  McDaniel 
Virginia  Jackson 
Mrs.  Desiree  Stacy 
Mr.  Bennie  Jenkins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  Poole  &  Sons 
A.  J.  (Jack)  Johnson 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Alan  E.  Cross 
Edwin  Johnson 
Mrs.  Janeiro  L.  Cranage 


Dr.  A  Mrs.  Tom  Walker  * 

First  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Carter 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Paul  Covington 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Lewis  Coffey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Denson 
Campbell  Doty 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Ted  Evans 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Aubry  Dunn 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  Bailey 
Mrs.  Maxine  Edwards 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Terry  Champion 
Mr.  A.  M.  Eiland 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  B.  Keeler 
Mrs.  Helen  Emeriek 
Mrs.  Mary  B.  Ford 
Mr.  A.  D.  Entrekin 
Ms.  Mary  Jo  Tyner 
Haley  Beth  Estes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Donald  M.  Rawls 
Mr.  Lee  White 
Mary  Lea  Nani  Farmer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Pat  Jemison  Jr. 

Earnest  Fdtes 

Mr.  Lee  Old  River  Supply.  In  White 
Dr.  Scott  Ferguson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lamar  Hataway 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Young  Adults  SS,  Tuscola  BC 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ariis  Godfrey 


Mr.  Joe  Black 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Glen  King 
Mr.  Henry  Blacks! ock 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Truman  Aldndge 
D.  D.  Blood  w  orth 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Douglas  Aultman 
Thomas  Earl  Boone 
Man  on  Baptist  Association 
John  Boyd 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  Hobbs 

Mr.  Glen  Boykin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  Gatewood 
Mrs.  Ethel  Boykin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Coleman 
Mrs.  Stella  Ingram 
Luther  Brewer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  McDonald 
Mr.  Hubert  Brewer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  H.  Mitchell  - 
Mr.  R.  E.  “Buck”  Bridges 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dennis  McPhail 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  Speed 
Mr.  Clyde  Britt 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Franklin  Rayburn 
Mr.  Curtis  Brown.  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lanny  Mosley 
Dr.  Med  Scott  Brown 
Mrs.  Artn  L.  Moseley 
Emma  Brown 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mrs.  Tommie  Bruton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Hollingsworth 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  V.  L.  Sandifer 
Tommie  Bruton 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 


Mrs.  Audry  W  hitesides 
The  Andrew  s  Class.  FBC-Shannon 
Mrs.  Pauline  W  hitmire 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Uimont  T  Ammon  Jr 
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Ms.  Carolyn  Anne  Cole 

Mrs.  Hazel  Williams 
Mrs.  Lucille  Hooks 
Ruby  Williams 
Mr  W.  E.  Williams 
Mr.  Ennis  C.  W  ilson 
Mr  A  Mrs  W  G  Mize  Jr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  Ross 
Mr.  Robed  C.  Gillaspy 
Mrs.  Doris  Wilson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mrs.  Eloiae  Wilson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Lee  King 
Ms.  Ovenc  K.  Grimm 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


Hope  SS.  FBC-Louisville 
Mr.  Avery  Wjse 
Joel  A  Shirley  Hale 
Nettie  &  Grace  Skive  W  ixon 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Sanford.  Porte  Holliday 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clifton  Porter  A  Family 
Mrs.  Grace  Porter 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Randy  A  Family  Scon 
MahSher  Wong 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  L.  Townsend 
Mrs.  A.  A.  Woods 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  Porter 
Oliver  Stewart  Woods 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Peny  Spra berry 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Werner  Woods  A  Family 
David  Workman.  Sr. 

Crenshaw  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Gladys  Byrd  Wynne 
Mrs.  Louie  B.  Nichols 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  Go  wan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  J.  Clanton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  Powers 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts 
of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature 
is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who 
are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robed  H.  Coleman 
Beatrice  Smith  Fite 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  B.  J.  Crawford 
Mrs.  Mildred  Flaanagan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  L.  Travis 
Mrs.  Ola  Fondren 
Mr  A  Mrs.  D.  C  Scod 
Oia  Fondren 
Mrs.  Jewell  Waits 


Keith  Stovall 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  B.  Rawls  A  Family 
Mra.  Beane  Strickland 
M/M  Gary  Fisher.  Mary  Laure  Fisher 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Owen  D.  Jones 
Mr  A  Mrs.  W.  F.  A  Jana  Peery 
Mr.  Shelby  Stringer 
Ora  Baptist  Church 
Jimmy  Strand 
Si  loam  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Roy  Sudduth 
Mrs.  L.  B.  Morris 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  B.  Scnter 
Mrs.  Helen  R.  Sutphen 
Mrs.  Hilda  R.  Wilson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  Crosthwait  Jr. 
Mrs.  UHian  Tatum 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hubed  T.  Kendrick 
Mrs.  G.  C.  (Lydia)  Tatum 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bobby  Gardner 
William  Clifford  Taylor.  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Richie  Dcfcnhaugh 
CoL  Clyde  E.  Tayior 
Mr.  Fred  D.  Evans  Jr. 

John  Tayior 
Mrs.  B.  W.  Passer 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Trainum 
Mrs.  Chester  Williams 
John  W.  Tayior 
Lula  Cummins 
Sara  Williams 
Mr.  Dale  Thames 
Ann  Lott  Denton 
Mary  Lou  Lott 
Mr.  Paul  Thaxton 
Mrs.  MaryM.  Eubanks 
Mrs.  RaW  Thompson  a 

A  Mrs.  Fred  Yourfg 
Daniel  Thoor 
Joel  A  Shirley  Hale 
Katie  Lee  Tisdale 
Minnie  Cahoon 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mack  Idom 
Mrs.  Johnnie  Tolar 
Mrs.  Ethel  Bourne 
Mr.  Hugh  Tompkins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dennis  K  Dean 
7c  Family 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mady  Smith 
Young  Adult  Women’s  SS. 

Vaiden  BC 


FEB.  1,1996- 
FEB.  29, 1996 

MEMORIALS 


Mr.  James  M.  Purdie 

Mrs.  B.  L.  Taylor 
S.  N.  A  Erline  G.  Brown 
Miss  Connie  Jackson 
Mrs.  Sarah  Purser 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  M.  Dean 
G.  M.  Moore 
Mr.  Cart  Ray 
Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Gibson 
Mrs.  Floy  Ray 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  Henry  Riley 
Mrs.  Joyce  Ray 
Mrs.  Ora  Lee 


Calvary  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Tolleson 
Mrs.  Geneva  BurchAeid 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Douglas  Aultman 
Mr.  Fleet  C.  Burkett 
Mr  Wendell  Webb 
Catherine  Butler 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  M.  Carnes 

J.  D.  Butler 

Maude  Barney  SS.  Galilee  BC 

K.  Bentley  Butler 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  M.  Carnes 
Mary  Butler 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  Heranney  Sr. 

Ms.  Dorothy  Sparkman 
Mrs.  Erie  Butler 
Mrs.  Hazel  Collins 
Mr  Billy  Whitfield 
Mr  A  Mrs.  James  A.  Hensleigh 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Norwood 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ted  Skipper 
Mrs.  Jessie  Lee  CariUe 
Baptist  Women  II.  Pleasant  Hill  BC 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Doc  McNemar 

Bobby  Jones 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Famor 

Grace  Jones 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Fred  L.  Gaddis 
Olive  Victoria  P.  Jones 
Mr  &  Mrs.  H.  C.  Newman  Sr. 

A  Kenny 
Mr.  L.  D.  Jones 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  Ellington 
Mr.  (Jdelie  Jones 
Mrs.  O.  H.  Shamblm 
Mrs.  Irene  Jones 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 
Herman  Kea 
Mrs.  Minnie  Gossett 
Mr.  Jack  King 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  Wayne  VanHom 
Quids  King  4 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robed  H.  Coleman 
Virgil  King  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wilburn  White 
Leroy  Kirby 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc 
Marie  Knowles 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  A.  Kidd 
Mrs.  Lisa  Kurr 
Mrs.  Charline  White 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Tolleson 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jack  Lacey 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Donald  Blasingame 
Mr.  Arnold  Lane 
Ms  Wilma  Nell  Lee  A  Family 
Dr.  James  A.  Lauderdale 
Mrs  Winter  Dawson 
Mrs.  Earnest  Lazarus 
Bovina  Baptrst  Church 
Mr.  Kenneth  M.  Lewis,  Jr. 

M/M  Erk.Dantelle  A  Ashleig  Sac  bon 
Mr.  Kent  Lewis 
Mr:  &  Mrs.  J.  V.  Parker  Jr. 

William  C.  “BB1"  Uttle,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robed  Little 
Watson  Littlejohn 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  A.  Kidd 
Mr.  James  Lonox 

. -Mr  A  Mr*.  Thomas  R  Woodward 

Mrs.  Cedi  Lake 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Will  McMillan 
Rayford  L.  Mabry 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc 
Mr.  M.  E.  Mack 
Mr  A  Mrs.  J.  V  Parker  Jr. 

Mrs.  Zoe  Matson 
Miss  Mary  F  Wyatt 
Mr.  Buford  E.  Malone 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Richie  Defenbaugh 
Mrs.  Dorothy  C.  Mangold 
Mr  A  Mrs.  George  N.  Ford 
Dr  A  Mrs  Call  Bozeman 
Mr  A  Mrs  Horace  Cato 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Fleet  Lofton 
Mydie.  Jimmy  A  Cathye  Harper 
Mrs.  Ruby  A.  Sherman  ______  ____ 

Mrs.  ZeUa  L.  Marks 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  Skee  Jr. 

Mrs.  Carrie  Martin 
Ms.  Lula  M  Cummins 
Johnny  L.  Mason 
John  McCreary  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Raymond  F  Quinn 
Sarah,  Eloise.  Margaret. 

A  Jimmy  Truitt 
Mrs.  Beatrice  May 
Mrs.  S  B  Gamer 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Charles  D.  Little 
Mr  A  Mrs  Michael  H.  Little 
Mr  A  Mrs.  J.  Henry  Riley 
Mrs.  Roy  May 
Mr.  &  Mrs  Laney  A  Berry 
Mrs.  Nannie  McBrayer 
Mr  A  Mrs  Billy  French 
David  A.  McClain 
Gold  Wing  Road  Riders  Assn. 

Irene  McGee 

Mr.&  Mrs.  Sidney  Stcverson 

W  .  E.  McHann 
Mr  A  Mrs  James  G.  Mims 
Mr.  C.  D.  McKetlan.  Jr. 

Mrs  O.  H.  Shamhlin 


Mrs.  Dorothy  K.  Allen 
Katy  Myers 
Mrs.  Marine  M.  Cole 
Mrs.  WBhe  Nance 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  W.  Southerland  Jr 
Mrs.  Eloyce  Nelms 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lewis  Hardin 
Mrs.  Lottie  Mae  Nichols 
Lillian  A  John  Webb 
Mrs.  Louise  L.  Holaday 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  D.  O.  Baker 
Louise  Noble 

Les  Dou bless  Bridge  Luncheon  Club 


Mrs.  Irene  L.  Blister 

L.  F.  Foreman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  W.  Dulaney  Jr. 
Mrs.  Ethel  Frost 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ad  Rutledge 
Angie  Colbert  Fuigham 
Mr  Floyd  E.  Fuigham 
Jack  FuHUove 
Mrs.  John  D.  McCreary 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Raymond  F.  Quinn 
John  W.  Full! love 
Mrs.  Lorena  B.  Peeler 
Mr.  Fred  Furtick 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Alton  L.  Fields 
Carleoe  Galli 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rodnck  Hitt 
Mrs.  Arza  Gann 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  P.  Binder 
Hollis  Gary 

Mrs.  Jack  Gary  A  Family 
Mrs.  Kim  McCool  Gates 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  Budon 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Joe  T.  Woodyear  HI 
Mrs.  Meda  Gatlin 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Frank  P.  Corage 
Mr.  James  Gatling 
Ms  Elzene  P  Bell 
Mrs.  Virtie  Mae  Gentry 
Mr  A  Mrs  W  M.  McElroy 
Mrs.  Dena  Germany 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Conan  Whitten 
Mr.  Normer  Gill 
Ms.  Kathleen  S.  Roberts 
Dr  A  Mrs.  Stanley  Shaw 
Mr  A  Mrs.  John  Tillis  Hill  “ 
Mr.  Morris  Ginn 
Ms.  Sheila  Y.  Yarborough 
S.  E.  Ginn 

Ms.  Cindy  Hamngton 

Phil  Gipson 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Travis  Johnson 
Clara  Golmon 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Codez  Byrd 
George  W.  Goodman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Sam  T.  Carter  * . 
Mr.  Mabry  Graham 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Frank  P.  Corage 
Clyde  Graves 
Gail  A  Buddy  Kirkland 
Claire  A  Grace  Green 
Tom  Alston  A  Family 
Linda  Gatlin 
Cheryl  Green 
Paula  Hill 

Mother  of  Jimmy  Gregory 
Mrs.  Peggy  P.  Coleman 
Mrs.  Frankie  Grom 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Terry  Champion 
Mrs.  Simone  Guybert 
Ann  Lott 
Mary  Lou  Lott 
Wayne  Denton 
W  anda  Hale 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 

Grady  Ham 

Mrs.  Clara  B.  King 
Mr.  Julian  Hambrick 
Ruth  SS.  FBC-Tupelo 
Mary  Ann  Tallent  Hancock 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Madin 
Hoyle  Hanna 
Charlyne  Sue  Budon 
Mrs.  Mattie  Lee  Hardin 
Mr  A  Mrs  W  Lyonel  Meadow 
Mrs.  Gwen  Harper 
Mr  A  Mrs  Hale  Singletary  Jr 
Mr.  James  F.  Harris.  Jr. 

Mr  A  Mrs  Owen  D:  Jones 
Mr.  Thurman  Harrison 
Mr  A  Mrs  Frank  P.  Coragc 
Preston  Harrison 
Mr  A  Mrs  Joel  L  Hale 
Mr.  I  Rician  A.  Harvey.  Sr. 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Norm  Stampley 
Mr.  Jerry  Herring 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  Poole  A  Sons 
Hailey  Hestes 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hoskins  L.  Deterly 

Mrs.  E.  F.  (Mary  Dee)  Hicks 
Mr  A  Mrs.  George  Budon 

Mr.  Thomas  C.HIIL  Sr. 


Sonny.  Shirley  A  Burney  Parker 
Eugene  A  Carolyn  Price 
Ina  Mae  Thornhill 
London  Ydverton 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Bryant  Myatt 
Albert  H.  Young 
Mr.  A  Mrs  W  D  Hobby 
Charles  Young 

Jackson  Veterinary  Med.  Association 

Mrs.  Marie  Young 

Ora  Baptist  Church 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ben  F.  Hand  111 
Mr.  Jessie  Frank  Reynolds 

Ms.  Cindy  Williams 
Mr.  Sedgie  Robertson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Leo  Leake 
Ruth  Bourne 
Wayne  A  Family  Cox 
Mr  A  Mrs.  W.  C.  Sharbrough  Jr 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Kenneth  K.  Sullivan 


MARCH  1, 1996- 
MARCH  31,1996 

HONORS 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  \Jny  J.  Clanton 
Mrs.  Ella  Ruth  Oglesby 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robed  E.  Brown 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mike  Goff 
Avis  Louise  Mullins 
Percy.  Hilda  A  Michael  Peeler 
Mrs.  Lula  Oswald 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gerald  Fuigham 
Mrs.  Pearl  Golden 
Jimmy  A  Sue  Rogers 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Carlos  Knight 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Robinette 
Mr.  H.  M.  Austin  Jr. 

Rev.  W.  A.  Robinson 
M/M  Gary  Fisher.  Mary  Laure  Fisher 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Owen  D.  Jones 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  F.  A  Jana  Peery 
Mr.  Dwight  Ross 
Mrs.  Rachel  C.  Browning  ’ 

Rex  Ruby 

Philipp  Baptist  Church 
Dr.  J.  P.  Rudd 
Naomi  Sunday  School  Class 
Defana  Rushing 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  B  Russell  Jr. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Rutbersford 
Valley  Park  Baptist  Church 
Friendship  SS.  Valley  Park  BC 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Sanford.  Porte  Holliday 
M/M  Clifton  A  Leslie  A  Lara  Porter 
Mrs.  Grace  Porter 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Randy  Scott  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  Graham  A  Sherry 
diaries  Saxon 
Mr  A  Mrs.  D.  E.  Landrum 
Mr.  Robert  E.  Seitz 
Mr  A  Mrs.  E.  B.  Scnter 
Patty  Jo  Self 
Mrs.  Grafton  Pickle  Jr. 

Mrs.  Dude  Shackelford 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  W.  Southerland  Jr 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mike  Young 

Charles  Causey 
Gail  A  Buddy  Kirkland 
George  Thomas  Chadwick 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  Chadwick 
Mrs.  Iris  Chadwick 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  L.  Gaddis 


Lois  Adkins 

Mrs.  Janeiro  L  Granage 
SyMe  Atkinson 
Friendship  SS.  FBC- Vicksburg 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Bryant  A  Colin  Barn 
Adult  2  SS.  Calvary  BC 
Lucky  Brooks 
Ms.  Sarah  Hodnett  Brooks 
Mrs.  George  Chancellor 
Ruth  SS  Class.  FBC/Haitiesburg 
Doris  Druetta 
Mrs.  Mollie  D.  Gallagher 
Mrs.  Lucille  Farris 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  L.  Travis 
Mrs.  Lloyd  Fortenberry 
Ruth  SS.  FBC/Hamesburg 


r  Nell.  LouVelle.  A  Cynthia  Willis 

Mrs.  Marie  Owen 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clinton  Bouriand 
Richard  Scott  Owen 
Robert  A  Frances  Kemp 
Mrs.  Owens  (Mother  of  Mrs. 
Georgia  Russell) 

A I gi*ma  Baptist  Church 
J.  W.  Pace 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Johnny  Sanders 


Mr  A  Mrs.  Ralph  Canoll 
Mrs.  Viable  Chandler 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  Wayne  VanHom 

Donald  Clark 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Bill  Stanley  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Shad  Clark 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Frank  P  Corage 
Mr.  Donald  Clark 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bobby  Gardner 
Mr.  Julian  L.  Clark 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Richard  Joiner 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Bill  Clark, 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Anthony  Thomas 
Miss  Jean  Graves 
Mr.  Bilbo  Young 
David  Cline 
Mrs.  Mary  Womack 
Mrs.  Lynn  Contra 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  L.  Travis 
Mr.  Marion  E.  Cockrell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Powell  E.  Poe 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Pat  Jemison  Jr. 

Mr.  Harry  L.  Cole 
M/M  J.  B  A  Family  Russell  Jr. 
Baptist  Women  II.  Pleasant  Hill  BC 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robby  N.  Stringer 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Lester  R.  Fun 
Trustmark  National  Bank 
Vera  Coltera 
Mrs.  Mary  Frances  Ladner 
Burl  Conner 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Sid  S  Champion  Jr 
Mary  Wolff  Cook 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Cortez  Byrd 
Carrie  Ruth  Copeland 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Charles  Porter 
Hope  Noelle  Creel 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Clayton  Creel 
Mrs.  James  Crowell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Kelly  Pyron 
Madison  S.  Dale 
Ms.  Carolyn  Gore 
J.  L.  (Ray)  Daniels 
Miss  Martha  Aultman 
Mrs  Nannie  Mae  Aultman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Claude  Daugbdrill 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Max  D.  Ball 
Edgar  W.  Davis 
Mrs.  Carole  L.  Mattox 
Mr.  J.  B.  Davis 
Mr.  Gordie  Whittington 
Mr.  Willie  Deare 
Faith  SS  Newhcbron  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Elmo  Deanman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  P  Corage 
Mr.  William  Delxmch 
Mr  A  Mrs.  J.  M.  Nipper 
Mrs.  Bertie  Denton 
Mrs.  D.  T.  White 
Mfcts  Sandra  Diffenderfer 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Robert  Bradford 
Raymond  Dill 
Mrs.  Jack  M.  Simmons 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Walter  B.  Moore 
Mrs.  Marguerite  Howell 

Ruth  SS.  FBC/Hattiesburg 


Mrs  Elaine  W  Cade 
Mrs.  Lena  Nichols  Wagner 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  Crosthwait  Jr. 
Mr.  Burnefl  Watts 
Lillian  A  John  Webb 
Mr  A  Mrs.  D.  O.  Baker 
Mrs.  Mary  Walker 
Ms.  Maggie  MahafTey 
Mr.  John  Wattace,  Jr. 

Ms.  Sara  G.  Goss 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Eris  L.  Cade 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Robert  A.  Cade 
Mrs.  Celeste  Truitt 
Mr  A  Mrs.  D.  P  Watson  Sr 
Mr.  Van  WaBey 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Frank  P  Corage 


Mr.  A  Mrs  Russell  Gregg 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Perey  Sprabeny 
Naomi  A  Charles  Lee 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Walter  B  Moore 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  R.  Mackey 
Mrs.  Irene  Loftus 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Phil  A  Melissa  Slay 
Brother  of  Jimmy  Lee  Peacock 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  W.  Southerland  Jr 


Ms  Gail  O’Neal  Jr. 

Mrs.  J.  M  Rutledge 
Mrs  Hilda  R.  Wilson 
Bill  Shirley 
Mrs.  Anita  S.  Williams 
Mr.  Bid  Shivtey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Alton  L.  fields 
Mr.  Donald  F.  Short 
Mr  A  Mrs.  J  B.  Coleman  Jr 
Mr  A  Mrs  Raymond  L.  Craig  Jr 
Enka  Mae  Short 
Louise  \iSe 
Joel  A  Shirley  Hale 
Havis  A  Nila  LaPrade 
FtoSiebe 

Galilee  Baptist  Church 
Adult  II  Bible  Class.  Galilee  BC 


Winsome  SS,  FBC/Greenville 

Mrs.  Joseph  A.  Rollins 

Hope  SS  Class.  Centrevilie  BC 

Senior  Adults  Department/FBC-B 

Mr.  Charles  Benton 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  Graham  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clifton  Porter  A  Family 
Mrs  Grace  Porter 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Randy  Scott  A  Family 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samford  Holliday 


MEMORIALS 


Mr  A  Mrs.  Charles  O.  Kynerd 

Ms.  Lisa  Kynerd 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wayne  Box 

Mr.  Clifton  Watson 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  O  Bair. 

Spring  Hill  Baptist  Church 
Kathleen  Watson 
Mrs  Lem  Pittman 
Walter  Wetos 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  W  King 
Freak  Welch 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  C.  Dean  Jr 
Mrs.  Ron  Lee  Welch 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Carlos  Knight 
James  WLtte 
Mr  A  Mrs  Terrell  E.  Wise 
Marilyn  (Stay)  White 
Col  A  Mrs.  Robert  W  McDonald 
Mr.H.CWW<  * 

Mr.  A  Mrs  T.  E.  Hickman 
Mr.  James  Hin 
Mr  A  Mrs  Robert  D  Jordan 
Mr  A  Mrv  Cliff  Landrum 
Mr  A  Mrv  Jeff  Landrum 
Single  Adult  SS.  Wynndale  BC 
Mr  David  Stevens 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Mike  Gamblm 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Joe  Wayne  Price 
Mrv  Edith  White 
Mr  A  Mrs.  H.  E.  Dawkins 
Fred  A  Helen  Rhodes 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Coteman 


Midway  Baptist  Church 


Myttis.  Jimmy  A  Cathye  Harper 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Uimont  T.  Ammon  Jr. 
Mr.  Paul  Anthony 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Alton  L.  Fields 
Mrs.  Essie  Arnold 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Owen  D  Jones 
Rath  Atherton 
Ms.  Rachel  Conway 
Mickey  Ballard 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ariis  L.  Godfrey 
Dr.  CartF.  Bath 
Adams  Union  Baptist  Association 


Boh  A  Sadie  Crawford 


James.  Martha  A  Jennifer  Uiry 
Mrs.  John  WHItam  State. »k 
Dr.  &  Mrs  William  A.  Youngblood 

Boh  Smith 

Mr  A  Mrs  Andrew  J.  Churchwell 

Cart  Smith 

Mr  A  Mrs.  T.  L.  Curry 

Mrs.  Helen  Ruth  Tolar  Smith 

Mr  A  Mrs  Thomas  S.  While 
Mrs  Beulah  Abel 
Hubert  Smith 
Mr  A  Mrs  John  L.  Prine 
Son  of  Harriett  A  Ron  Namaany 
Mr  Charles  W  Holmes 
Stepfather  of  Dr.  Ron  Kennedy 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Richard  B.  Fain  Jr 
Mrs.  Elisabeth  Stephens 
Elizabeth  A  Roy  L.  Webb 
Mrs.  O.  K.  Stewart 
Ray  W  Snell 
Reese  H.  Snell 
MoseBe  O.  Stone 
Mr  A  Mrs  Charlie  Dunn 


Mr.  A  Mrs  Waller  C  On 
Mrs.  Viola  PHrock 
Mrs  Margam  Wilson 


Parker  A  Marti  Naron 

Wayne  Potret 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Michael  B.  Cruthitd 
Mary  A  Hugo  Shaw 
Mrs.  WIRic  lam  Powell 
M/M  Gary  A  Mary  Lauren  Fisher 
Mr  A  Mrs  Owen  D.  Jones 
Mr.  A  Mrs  W  F  A  Jsna  Peery 
Mrs.  Curtis.  Mas  A  Evely  Culpepper 
Mrs.  Irma  N.  Price 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  M.  Gamer 
Kaye  G.  Pryor 
Dorris  Green  Pritchard 
Mr  A  Mrs  Wayne  Q  Nevels 


Mr.  A  Mrs  Writer  C.  On 

Mbs  Alice  Beard 

Mrs.  O.  H  Shamblm 


Mr.  A  Mrs  Delbert  L.  Edwards 

OuirBr  Hyde  Beck 

Mr  A  Mrs  Donald  E  Perkins 

Mr.  Richard  C.  Bell 

Mr  A  Mrs  Homer  Willingham 


Mr.  A  Mrs  John  C  Bell 
E.  L.  A  Shirley  Bingham 
Mr  and  Mrs.  Sieve  Bingham 


(to  be  continued) 
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LWD  MCGH  OCGI  ACQFF  DVAG  LDWE  OCG 
UGQU,  OCGI  HGVOCGD  EQDDL  HWD  QDG  SVPGH 
VH  EQDDVQSG;  XZO  QDG  QA  OCG  QHSGFA 
MCVBC  QDG  VH  CGQPGH. 

EQDT  OMGFPG:  OMGHOI-LVPG 

This  week's  clue:  H  equals  N. 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  ami  exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A  King 
fames  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout  the  puzzle.  Soli v  by  trial  and  error.  Answer 
to  last  week's  puzzle:  Proverbs  Two;  Teti. 


Tibetans  desperate  for  hope, 
need  good  news  of  freedom 


ESTIMATED  2.5  BILLION  SEE  GRAHAM’S  LATEST  TV 
EFFORT:  MINNEAPOLIS  (BP)  —  An  estimated  audience  of  2.5  bil¬ 
lion  people  heard  the  gospel  message  through  the  “Billy  Graham  World 
Television  Series.”  an  evangelistic  preaching  program  featuring  Graham 
and  offering  what  one  national  broadcaster  called  “a  very  powerful 
counterpoint  to  the  daily  drudgery  that  most'of  mankind  faces.”  The 
World  Television  Series  was  aired  at  prime  time  April  14  on  national 
television  networks  and  international  satellite  systems  in  more  than  200 
countries  —  including  some  traditionally  opposed  to  the  proclamation  of 
the  gospel.  It  is  likely  that  more  people  heard  the  gospel  message  that 
day  than  on  any  previous  day  in  history,  the  Billy  Graham  Evangelistic 
Association  reported. 

LAST  ZAMBIA  MISSIONARIES  RECEIVE  NEW  WORK  PER¬ 
MITS:  LUSAKA.  Zambia  IBP)  —  After  almost  three  years  of  difficulty, 
all  Foreign  Mission  Board  missionaries  in  Zambia  hpve  been  granted 
work  permits  by  the  government,  according  to  missionary  Dan  Sowell.  A 
permit  issued  in  Iqte  April  for  missionaries  Ed  and  Linda  Miller  was  the 
last  in  a  series  of  work  documents  previously  refused  by  the  government 
at  the  request  of  fenders  of  the  Baptist  Convention  of  Zambia,  who  want¬ 
ed  to  control  missionary  assignments  in  the  country  .  The  new  permits, 
however,  must  be  renewed  at  the  end  of  each  year,  Sowell  said.  The  dis¬ 
pute  over  the  permits  created  uncertainty  for  missionaries  and  caused 
division  among  Zambian  Baptist  churches.  Earlier  this  year,  a  large 
group  of  congregations  formed  a  new  Baptist  convention  and  offered  to 
partner  with  Southern  Baptist  missionaries,  opening  the  door  to  the  per¬ 
mit  grantings. 

FLORIDA  BAPTISTS  EXPEL  CHARISMATIC  CHURCHES: 

LEESBURG,  Fla.  (ABP)  —  Two  churches  targeted  for  charismatic  ten¬ 
dencies  have  been  expelled  from  the  Florida  Baptist  Convention,  but  the 
jury  is  still  out  on  a  third.  The  ouster  by  the  Florida  Baptist  State  Board 
of  Missions  followed  an  investigation  into  allegations  that  the  three 
churches  advocated  non-Baptist  doctrines  such  as  speaking  in  tongues 
and  being  “slain  in  the  Spirit.”  The  mission  board  voted  May  17  to  deny 
voting  privileges  to  Trumpets  of  Truth  International  Church  in 
Homosassa  Springs  and  Riverside  Christian  Church  in  Hernando,  and  to 
decline  any  mission  gifts  from  the  churches.  After  meeting  with  leaders 
of  Main  Street  Church,  however,  the  ad  hoc  committee  said  it  was 
“unable  4o  finalize  a  recommendation  at  this  time,”  and  asked  for  further 
talks.  The  committee  will  report  again  in  September.  Florida  Baptist 
Exec&tive  Director  John  Sullivan  said  the  ousted  churches  hold  views 
contrary  to  those  expressed  in  “The  Baptist  Faith  and  Message,"  a  doc¬ 
trinal  confession  adopted  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  1963. 
“We  are  not  in  the  Florida  Baptist  Convention  asking  for  doctrinal  uni¬ 
formity."  said  Sullivan.  “We  are  asking  if  you’re  going  to  be  a  Baptist 
church,  you  ought  to  at  least  believe  like  a  Baptist  church  believes  in  this 
broad  parameter  of  ‘The  Baptist  Faith  and  Message.’" 

BAN  ON  LIQUOR  PRICE  ADVERTISING  STRUCK  DOWN  BY 
SUPREME  COURT:  WASHINGTON  (ABP)  —  Rhode  Island's  ban 
on  liquor-price  advertising  violates  the  First  Amendment's  free- 
speech  guarantees,  all  nine  justices  of  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  said 
May  13.  The  ruling  reversed  a  1994  decision  by  a  federal  appeals 
court  that  a  1956  law  banning  alcohol  price  advertisements,  except 
those  inside  liquor  stores,  was  proper  under  the  2 1st  Amendment. 
That  amendment  repealed  the  18th  Amendment's  prohibition  of  alco¬ 
hol  and  gave  states  power  to  regulate  the  sale  and  use  of  alcoholic 
beverages.  Justice  John  Paul  Stevens,  however,  in  an  opinion  joined 
by  five  colleagues,  said  the  21st  Amendment  cannot  be  used  to  justify 
an  infringement  on  free  speech. 


LHASA,  Tibet  (BP)  —  Hundreds  of  pilgrims 
hurry  through  the  pre-dawn  darkness  along  the 
Lingkhor,  an  ancient  path  encircling  the  oldest  dis¬ 
trict  of  Lhasa,  the  capital  of  Tibet. 

Sunrise  glows  at  the  horizon,  illuminating  thou¬ 
sands  of  prayer  flags  fluttering  in  winds  the  Tibetans 
believe  will  carry  their  scripted  prayers  into  the  heav¬ 
ens.  Hundreds  of  gold-paipted  prayer  wheels  line  the 
path.  The  faithful  reach  out  and  spin  the  capsules, 
launching  requests  to  benevolent  spirits  or  begging 
appeasement  from  jealous  demons. 

A  pilgrim  spreads  his  body  onto  the  path  and 
presses  his  forehead  to  the  ground.  Then  he  rises, 
steps  to  the  imprint  of  his  forehead  in  the  dirt  and 
drops  again  to  the  ground.  He  has  inched  his  way 
nearly  200  miles  in  an  arduous  journey  he  believes 
will  help  him  escape  Buddhism’s  painful  cycle  of 
life,  death,  and  rebirth. 

“Tibetans  believe  the  more  merit  one  has,  the  bet¬ 
ter  chance  one  has  to  be  reincarnated  into  a  better, 
higher  way  of  life,”  explains  a  Christian  in  Tibet. 
“Just  about  everywhere  you- look  in  Lhasa,  you  see 
people  seeking  hope  and  escape  from  this  cycle. 

“Their  devotion  is  staggering,  but  so  is  their 
bondage,”  the  Christian  added.  “Satan  has  blinded 
them.  It  tears  at  us  that  they’ve  had  so  little  chance  to 
see  the  light.” 

Southern  Baptists  set  aside  a  24-hour  period 
beginning  at  6  p.m.  May  24  to  pray  for  the  people  of 
Tibet.  The  1996  Day  of  Prayer  and  Fasting  for  World 
Evangelization  focused  on  the  nearly  5  million 
Tibetans  worldwide. 

“Tibetan  Buddhism,  behind  its  thin  veneer  of 
kindness  and  nonviolence,  is  a  hopeless  religion  of 
works  that  only  leads  its  adherents  into  an  ever-deep¬ 
ening  bondage  to  the  powers  of  darkness,”  said 
Randy  Sprinkle,  director  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board’s  (FMB)  international  prayer  strategy  office. 

“The  saving  love  of  the  one,  true  OCkl  ai  IlIlIHlan*- 
ly  expressed  in  his  son  Jesus  Christ  is  almost  com¬ 
pletely  unknown  in  Tibet.” 

Tibet  lost  its  independence  as  a  Buddhist  state  in 
1950  when  China  invaded  the  country.  Tibetans  have 
stubbornly  defended  their  culture  and  ethnic  identity 
against  efforts  to  integrate  them  into  Chinese  society. 


WITHOUt  HOPE  —  Tibetan  Buddhists  like  this 
woman  spin  a  prayer  wheel  to  send  their  pleas  for  help 
or  mercy  to  the  spirits  controlling  their  lives.  Bud¬ 
dhism  is  a  “hopeless  religion  of  works”  that  leads 
Tibetans  ever  deeper  into  bondage  to  dark  powers, 
says  Randy  Sprinkle,  director  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board’s  internaFonal  prayer  strategy 
office.  The  name  of  Jesus  is  almost  completely 
unknown  in  Tibet,  where  there  are  no  known  churches 
and  only  a  handful  of  believers.  The  1996  Day  of 
Prayer  and  Fasting  for  World  Evangelization  on  May 
24-25  focused  on  the  nearly  5  million  Tibetans  world¬ 
wide.  (BP  photo  by  Thomas  Graham) 

An  estimated  1 .3  million  Tibetans  have  died  in  pris¬ 
ons,  violent  clashes,  and  from  starvation  under  com¬ 
munist  occupation. 

There  are  no  more  than  a  handful  of  Christians  in 
Tibet,  and  no  known  congregations. 

„  “Tibetans  are  poor,  desperate 

people  who  pour  out  everything 
they  have  to  worship  these  idols, 
these  demons,”  Sprinkle  said. 
“Southern  Baptists  can  Have  a  pow¬ 
erful  part  in  changing  that  by  par¬ 
ticipating  in  [a  season]  of  prayer 
and  fasting  for  Tibet.” 

For  more  information  on  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  annual  Day  of  Prayer 
and  Fasting,  write  the  FMB’s  inter¬ 
national  prayer  strategy  office  at 
P.O.  Box  6767,  Richmond,  V A 
23230-0767. 


'S 

O 


_ J 


o-oo  o 
noo  m 
i  c  o 
4)o  m 
c n  : 


o  <^ru 

o  UON 
oz  *-*srn 
*-•0: 

LU  CM  )—)—)— 

*-•  into 

QZ  II— 

<  in 
u  (- 

Cl  LU 

X.0Z 

LULU 

zr_j 

ZXE-i 

I-UIOh 

QIU> 

I  r-  I 

«Dh( n 

0004 


o 

CD 


